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TO 



HIS EXCELLENCY, 

THE PRINCE ORSINI, 

SENATOR OF ROME, Etc. 



Mr Lord, 

A descendant of Jourdan Orsini, Viceroy of the Isle of 
Corsica, nnder Henry II., whose glory and boast it is to have sprung 
from a younger and transplanted branch of your ancient house, 
seeks the favour of laying at the feet of Your Excellency a book 
which cost him no small labour and anxiety, and which before even a 
single line of it had been penned, he had already dedicated to you in 
his heart. Illustrious patrician whose glorious line of ancestors can 
be traced back to the age of the Rome of Augustus, and who, in 
your own person, form one of the mo9t splendid ornaments of the 
Rome of St Peter, kindly become the generous patron of this poor 
unpretending work, written for the Madona and for you. 

Slight though this humble homage be, still I present it with implicit 
confidence. You will not, I am sure, reject The Life of the Mother 
of God, and if the execution falls short of the magnificence of the 
theme, let your Excellency imitate the goodness of Mary, who 
receives with the same kind indulgence, the diamonds deposited in 
her sanctuary by the hand of royalty, and the simple mountain 
flower with which the herdsman of the Apennines decorates her rural 
Altars. 

I have the honour to remain, 

My Lord, 

Your Excellency’s most humble 
And obedient Servant, 
ORSINI. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 



The following pages are translated from the French of the Abbe 
Orsini, a Corsican by birth. That a work of such distinguished merit 
should not have been, ere now, placed in the hands of English readers, 
is a matter of some surprise. The extensive circulation it has ob- 
tained through the Continent, may be taken as a fair test of its 
worth ; and, indeed, it is to be regretted that the book has not fallen 
into hands better calculated to transfuse into the English language 
its beautiful and graphic descriptions, as well as its other many and 
varied beauties. More time than an occasional hour snatched from 
the arduous duties of an Irish Mission, would be required to do 
justice to a work which, from the nature of the subject, and the 
splendid and glowing diction of the narrative, now enjoys a high 
European reputation. A sequel to the Life, by the same author, will 
be published in a few months, under the title of the “ History of 
the Devotion to the Blessed Virgin.” 

Feast of the Ascension. 



a 2 



Digitized by Google 



Digitized by 



Google 




THE AUTHOR’S PREFACE. 



This book, received with such favour and indulgence by the public 
is not written through any vain desire of obtaining celebrity ; it is a 
work of patience and of faith, a flower placed on the altar of Mary, 
with the simple heart of a pilgrim of the good old times. A better 
historian the Virgin undoubtedly deserved; but one more sincerely 
desirous to see her name glorified and her devotion extended she 
could not And. 

The history of the Queen of Angels, the mystical rose of the 
New Law, is a theme so poetical in itself, that it naturally calls forth 
the most beautiful and refined ideas, as well as the most dignified 
expressions of language. It is an Oriental recital, reflecting the 
manners, the glories, and the sites of Asia ; and so can it appear 
strange that the style should be impressed with an Eastern tint ? 

We have studied the fathers sufficiently well, to know that they 
have not undervalued the graces of diction; and that a beautiful 
style in writing and speaking, placed them on equal terms with the 
pagans, when entering the lists with them. This is what the great 
St. Jerome calls, in his figurative style, to cut off the head of Goliah 
with his own sword. What can be more sublime and more poetical 
than certain descriptions of St. John Chrysostom? That sacred 
orator often held converse with the Oriental poets; and in one 
of his homilies it is, that we meet with the simile of the earth 
embalmed with the perfume of roses, a simile made use of in 
later times by Saadi in his Gulistan. In order to convert the 
people, we must, above all things, endeavour to gain their atten- 
tion ; to confirm in Catholic belief the masses long agitated by the 
successive throes of revolutions, tossed about by the whirlwind| of 
systems, rendered indifferent through lassitude, and open to the viru- 
lent attacks of an emboldened sect, which now raises its head higher 
than ever, for — 

Dejd de sa faveur on adore le bruit , 
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we must begin by giving them a taste for reading. The preacher 
who strips the word of God of all the chaste ornaments of true 
eloquence, will soon render our churches unfrequented, and will have 
reason to say, like a certain Greek musician, when standing alone in 
a public place, 44 ye temples, listen to my strains !” The writer on reli- 
gious subjects, who, in a country priding itself on its literary taste 
and information, makes use of a heavy and prosy style of diction, 
will fare no better; he himself will sink into utter oblivion, and 
his book, though it were as intrinsically valuable as gold and 
precious gems, will become the most useless thing in the world, for 
no person will open it. St Basil had been so impressed with this 
truth, that he strongly inculcated on the minds of the young orators 
of his day, the necessity of close application to the study of polite 
literature, that they might be able to transcribe its beauties into 
Catholic works. 44 Polite literature,” says the illustrious doctor, 
“ serves as foliage to cover and ornament the words of wisdom and 
truth. Moses and Daniel were the two most brilliant stars of the 
synagogue, for they were well versed in all the arts and sciences of 
the Egyptians.” St. Jerome, rebutting the ante-literary attacks of 
Rufinus, who accused him of mingling the ordure of paganism with 
the word of God, coolly answered, thgt being blind as a mole he 
ought not ridicule those who 7tad the eyes of a goat. And how comes 
it, that when the most sumptuous decoration of altars and tabernacles 
has been always considered, and that even in the best disciplined 
ages of the church, a good and laudible practice, a practice highly 
calculated to elevate the majesty of Christian worship, religious 
literature should be converted into a dreary and dismal waste, on which 
no one would dare enter, lest he should perish with ennui on the 
way? Is it in this style that the holy scriptures which St. John 
Chrysostom declared to be full of pearls and diamonds , have been 
written ? Is not every style of composition, from the pastoral to 
the epic, found in the Bible? Hie saints of ages long past, ages 
which we are pleased to call dark , had no idea of stripping their 
religious works of all their literary value. 44 Why is it,” says an 
illustrious writer of the ninth century, “ that we treasure up the 
relics of the saints, in gold and jewels, and allow their glorious deeds 
to be clothed only in rude and barbarous forms of expression? Im- 
pure tales must be narrated with all the graces of diction, and 
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immortal actions must, indeed, be told in a flat insipid style ! Is 
beauty of language, and is grace of diction, to subserve no other 
purpose than that of setting off the turpitude of crime and folly ?” 
“ It would be well,” said a pious and learned writer, when dedi- 
cating, in the year 1722, the life of a certain holy man to the 
Bishop of Blois, “ could Catholics take such pains in ornamenting 
the immortal actions of the saints, as sinners do, in ornamenting 
their guilty passions; knd could they make it appear that they can 
ornament virtue better than those profane writers can adorn vice.” 

Writing for persons engaged in worldly business, as well as for 
persons devoted to the practices of piety, we have endeavoured to 
reduce to practice the advice and counsel of those writers, whom we 
considered the most judicious. 

It is not for us to pronounce how far we have been successful ; but 
the public, in purchasing four thousand copies of the first edition of 
our work, have given at least a proof that we have written in a style 
suited to their taste, and that we have not sown on a barren rock. 

This book has been criticised solely on its own intrinsic merits. 
The Press was at liberty to speak of it in any terms it might think 
fit ; and, in general, it was actuated by a just and generous spirit; 
for which we return our warmest thanks. In some one way or other 
it has happened, that those who, to the exclusion of more important 
subjects, have turned their attention to a review of our work, have 
been men of mind, learning and wit ; and the more generous on that 
account, for superior minds are ordinarily actuated by a just and 
candid spirit. Lions conscious of their own strength, often spare, 
through the greatness of their nature, a weaker prey ; it is not so 
with regard to vipers, who hiss and bite in the filth of their native 
dime, to discharge a conscientious duty. 

Happy, indeed, is the author who fells into , the hands of men 
capable of appreciating a book, and of reviewing it free from all 
undue influence, and in that spirit of justice which accords well 
with the mastery of mind, for criticism is a sort of profession in 
which many engage, but with which few are acquainted ; to form a 
just critic, one must possess a good store of information, have a well 
regulated taste, and above all, must be characterized for a judicious 
and just mind ; and these are qualities which every one cannot boast 
of To M. de Chantal, who seizes at once on the whole scope of the 
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author’s mind, and in developing it, adorns it;* to M. Douhaire, 
.whose high character for just criticism, has been appreciated in 
France, in Italy, and elsewhere; to M. Poujoulat, of European, 
reputation; to M. Bonnetti, whose annals are, perhaps, the best 
collection we have, of Catholic philosophy; to M. Am£d6e de 
Quesnei, whose graceful pen cheers on every one who aims at refining 
and sanctifying manners ; in a word, to all the literary men of Paris, 
of the provinces,* and of foreign countries, to whom we cannot indivi- 
dually return thanks, we here sincerely offer them expressions of our 
sincere gratitude. Thek very flattering expressions in our favour have 
not, however, been unmixed with censure ; but thanks to them for 
both one and the other. To pass censure on a work, in order that . 
its real faults should be corrected, and not for the purpose of satis* 
fying private spleen, is often productive of good and always entitled 
to respect. 

An editor, With whom we have the pleasure of being acquainted, 
has spoken of us in these terms. “ M. .l’Abbe Orsini, is one of 
those writers of our time,, who best knows its wants, and who has best 
learned its language ; he speaks like a true disciple of M. de Chateau- 
briand.” To compare us with so great a man, is indeed no slight 
honour; but God forbid that we should have the presumption of 
deeming ourselves worthy of it ! and if, perchance, our style beard 
any similarity, however slight,’ to that of the illustrious viscount, we 
have only to say, as an humble poet of Kurdistan said, under similar' 
circumstances : 

“ I have sprung, as well as Antar, the celebrated poet, from the garden of 
Nisrhabur ; but Antar was a flower of that garden, and 1 am only a bramble 

ofit.*’ 

One remark in particular has been made respecting this work, 
and we think it only right to say a few words in answer *to it. The 
use which we have made of the manners of the Hebrews in throwing 
light on the life of the Blessed Virgin, has not been fully ap- 
proved of.* • 

There is no one who has visited the East, or who has been conver- 
sant with the history and manners of Asia, but will at once see that 
our labour is based on long and careful research, and that the imagi - 
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nation is not entirely groundless ; we have not, of ourselves, even in- 
vented the customary forms of adieu, mid the wishes of a safe 
journey; everything has been taken from trust-worthy sources, which 
we have minutely examined, whenever the matter was worth the 
labour. Our work, moreover, has been read by learned Orientalists, 
and they have pronounced it faithfully erudite. In these times, the 
historian as well as the painter, must closely apply himself to the 
study of local colouring. Once an artist attempts to introduce 
our Western costumes, and our Northern sites, into a subject taken 
from the records of ancient Asia, he must be prepared to meet, at 
the hands of competent judges, ridicule and. censure ; a literary 
writer cannot expect to be treated differently; for a work on literature, 
like a painting, should assume the tint of the sky, the configuration 
of the sun, the costumes of the country, the customs and manners 
of the characters, which are described in its pages. In tracing the 
history of the daughter of the kings of Juda, we have yielded to the 
exigencies of our theme, and thought it well to avoid confounding 
the manners of the East, with the manners prevailing among us ; 
we have described them, such as they were at the time in which 
Mary lived. And no other resource was left us to adhere to truth, 
and to fill up the many gaps of a history which, in many respects, 
must resemble the private life of the Israelites, at the time of Herod. 
On reading over the gospel attentively, we find, almost in every page, 
allusion made to the national manners and customs — customs and 
manners to which Christ himself deigned to conform. That the 
Virgin faithfully followed the example of her divine Son, no one can 
question. The manners of the Israelites were founded on scripture 
and tradition, and this it was, that endowed them with a sacred 
character in the eyes of the entire nation ; to depart from long 
received and established usages, would have been considered ho 
slight transgression. Even the dress worn by the young brides on the 
occasion of their marriage, might be traced to some biblical fact, and 
to some old tradition of the synagogue. 

Besides the flattering testimony of the Press, we have received 
private letters of approval and sympathy, which, like the gifts of 
Providence, have descended on us from on high. Prince Orsini, 
who has been pleased to accept of the Dedication of our work, true 
Roman prince and patron of literature as he is, has honoured us 
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with a letter of approval, after having read the history of the Blessed 
Virgin. Here is an extract from it : 

“ A work so remarkable and so sacred as yours, is, indeed, worthy 
of a more distinguished patron than I can be ; I feel sincerely grate- 
ful -to you, and any words of mine cannot adequately express how 
deeply I feel the compliment which your goodness and kindness 
have induced you to pay me. Rome applauds your work, and the 
glory which you have endeavoured to procure for the Mother of 
God, is already reflected back on yourself.” 

If we cite these flattering lines, every word of which breathes that 
urbanity, so peculiar to the nobility of Italy, it must not be inferred 
that we deem ourselves worthy of them ; we take them as an en- 
couragement to do better for the future, and we respectfully lay them 
at the feet of the Blessed Virgin, knowing full well that this honour- 
able and generous approbation, proceeding from a prince, as eminent 
for his piety as for his knowledge, accrues to her and belongs to her. 

We will not tire our readers with the many testimonies of ap- 
proval and encouragement, which have fallen like flowers on the 
path strewn with thorns, through which we walk ; but it would be 
ungrateful on our part, to pass over, in silence, that of M. le 
Commandeur Mouttinho, Ambassador of the Emperor of Brazil, 
who, to political talents of the first order, unites an enlightened 
taste for literature, which he himself cultivates, and cultivates with 
no little success. 

“ The second edition of your History of the Blessed Virgin, pub- 
lished within a few months after the appearance of the first,” writes 
his excellency, “is a sufficient proof of the great interest which the 
public have taken in that work. Allow me, on the occasion of the 
publication of this new edition, to add my humble approval to that 
of your many readers. 

“ Tour work has tended, and will undoubtedly tend yet, to spread 
through France, the affecting devotion of Mary, which St. Bernard 
formerly propagated with such renown. I feel convinced, that 
wherever the church counts her children, ‘ The Life of the Mother of 
God,' will produce the same good effects ; let my name be taken as a 
guarantee.” 

That is a guarantee, the value of which we cannot fully appreciate. 
What better guarantee of success could we indeed have, than that 
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offered us by a man so illustrious and distinguished — a man, whom 
all the academies of the Italian peninsula are anxious to receive 
within their walls ; whose great merits, the court of Rome recognises 
and appreciates ; whom Brazil implicitly entrusts with her dearest 
interest ; and who fears not, in this age of unbelief, to assume that 
religious and chivalrous motto : Spes in Deo ! Honour to the land 
represented by men of such magnanimity of soul and firmness of 
faith ! Honour to diplomatists, who make their country respected, 
by giving an example of every public and private virtue ! 

Our Life of the Blessed Virgin, has found favour not only in the 
eyes of the great personages of the land, but also in the eyes of the 
bishops of the church. Many instances of honourable approval we 
could cite, but we shall confine ourselves to that of one more nearly 
connected than others with us — that of our own bishop, one of the 
most zealous and illustrious bishops of France. Like the good religious 
of the olden times, who enchased pearls in the ivory clasps of their 
missals, we shall take the liberty of inserting, in our humble pages, 
an extract from the beautiful letter of Monseigneur Casanelli d’Istria. 
If this book be destined to maintain its position for any time, literary 
men of future times, will be able to learn from these different ex- 
tracts, that at a time when religious literature received no support 
in France, there had been Roman princes, ambassadors of foreign 
countries, and illustrious bishops, who afforded it protection. The 
following is the extract from the letter of the Bishop of Ajaccio, an 
extract a hundred times more valuable than the poor work which it 
ornaments : — 

“ I should have thanked you before now, for the nice present of 
your estimable work so kindly forwarded me, and for the pleasure 
afforded me, by the perusal of a life, to me doubly interesting, 
both from the nature of the subject, and from the beautiful diction 
in which you have clothed it I appreciate this present the more, as 
it has been made by the Author, and that Author once my fellow- 
countryman, and one of my priests. I have not been the only 
person who has appreciated the merits of your book. The approval 
of all those to whom I have lent it, is in accordance with the well- 
merited praise bestowed on it by the Parisian Press. 

“ It has afforded me no little satisfaction to see, that the first 
fruits of your literary labours have been consecrated to the Queen of 
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Angels. Such a beginning cannot but presage the most glorious 
success in the career on which you have entered.” 

The favourable reception which this work has met with at the 
hands of the public, has imposed no little responsibility on us. 
We have carefully revised it, and considerably enlarged it We 
have submitted it for approval to eminent ecclesiastics, enjoying a 
reputation for learning and piety ; such, for example, as M. L’Abbe 
Morel, Vicar-general of the Diocess of Paris, and the author of a 
very distinguished work,. on the manner in which the Word of God 
should be preached; and that is, I believe, saying enough with 
regard to him. Though we have been already too prolix, we caiinot, 
however, conclude without returning our sincere thanks to the 
venerable and learned Abbe Renard, Cure de Saint-Jacques-Du- 
Haut-Pas, who says, in writing to us, that he entertains a paternal 
love for us , and feels honoured at our career. 

This work is again offered to the public, accompanied with a 
sincere desire that it may be productive of good; defects it may 
have, but what human work is exempt from them. Perfection is 
that talismanic mountain, the summit of which it has not been given 
to mortals to reach, and least of all to ourselves. 

ORSINI. 

Pam, May 10 th, 1888. 
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CHAPTER L 

THE UNIVERSAL EXPECTATION OF THE VIRGIN 
AND THE MT ffSTATT. 

In these olden times* which bordered on the infancy of the 
world, when our first parents, alarmed and trembling, 
heard, under the majestic shades of Eden, the thundering 
voice of Jehovah, condemning them to exile, to labour, to 
death, in punishment of their folly and disobedience; a 
mysterious prediction, in which the goodness of the Creator 
shone out resplendent through the wrath of an offended 
Deity, raised the dejected spirits of both these frail crea- 
tures, who, like Lucifer, had sinned through pride. A 
daughter of Eve, a woman of masoalme courage, was to 
crush, under her feet, the head of the serpent, and to rege- 
nerate for ever a guilty race. This woman was Mary* 

From that time, there existed among the antediluvian 
races, a tradition that a Virgin, beautiful and spotless as 
light, should repair, by her divine parturition, all the evil 
which the woman had caused. 

This consolatory tradition, which raised the hopes of a 

* According to the Rabbins, the sun, through horror, hid itself at 
the moment of Eve’s transgression. To commemorate this sinister 
phenomenon the women were obliged to light the lamps in all the 
Jewish houses during the night of the Sabbath. —Boulanger, Antiqui- 
ty devoilees. 

B 
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fallen race, had not been effaced from the memory of 
man at the time of their dispersion over the plains of 
Sennaar. This consoling, thongh distant, hope accompanied 
them over seas and mountains. In later times, when the 
primitive religion began to decline, and the primeval tradi- 
tions became clouded in darkness, the tradition of the 
Virgin and Messiah resisted the action of time, and raised 
itself aloft over the ruins of ancient creeds, like the ever- 
green which grows on the ruins of what was once Babylon 
the Great.* 

If we traverse the various regions of the globe, from 
north to south, from east to west ; if we open the religious 
annals of those countries extending from the land of the 
orangetree to *the burning mountains of the sun, where 
grows the heliotrope, we shall find the Virgin Mother at 
the root of almost all their theogonies. At Thibet, 
in Japan, and in a part of the eastern peninsula of 
India, the god Fo, whom they honour, in order to save 
man, became incarnate in the womb of the nymph 
Lhamoghiurprul, the youthful spouse of a king, and equally 
remarkable for beauty of person and sanctity of Kfe, In 
China, Sching-Mou, the most popular of their goddesses, 
conceived by the mere touch of a water-flower. Her son, 
brought up under the poor roof of a fisherman, becomes 
an illustrious personage, and works miracles. The Lamas 

* There is found one tree only amidst the ruins of Babylon. The 
Persians give it the name of Athele. According to them this tree 
grew in the ancient city, and was miraculously preserved in order 
that their prophet Ali, the son-in-law 6f Mahomet, should be able to 
tie his horse to it after the battle of Hilla. It is an evergreen, and 
so rare is it in these countries, that there is only one other of the. 
same species at Bassora. — Rich's Memoirs. 
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say that Buddha was bom of the Virgin Maha-Mahai. 
Somm onokhodom, the prince, the legislator, and the god 
of Siam, in like manner, derives his birth from a virgin 
rendered pregnant by the rays of the sun. Lao-Tseu 
becomes incarnate in the womb of a maiden Negress, 
marvellous and beautiful as jasper. The Zodiacal Isis of 
the Egyptians, is likewise a virgin mother. The goddess 
of the Druids was to bring forth a future redeemer.* The 
Brahmins teach that when a god becomes incarnate, he is 
conceived by divine operation in the womb of a virgin. 
Thus, Jagamat, the 'mutilated saviour of the world ;f 
Chrichna, born in a grotto, where the angels and shepherds 
come to adore him in his cradle, have respectively a virgin 
as mother. 

The Babylonian Dogdo sees in a dream a messenger 
from Oromazes, resplendent with light, laying at her feet 
superb garments ; a celestial ray falls on the countenance 
of the sleeper, and she becomes as beautiful as the day- 
star. Zerdascht Zoroaster, or rather Ebrahim-zer-Ateucht, J 
the celebrated prophet of the Magi, is the fruit of this 
nocturnal vision. The tyrant Nemrod, informed by his 
astrologers that a child about being bom threatened 

* Hinc Druids Statuam in intimis penetralibus erexerunt, 
Isidi sen Virgini hanc dedicantes, ex qua fiUus ille proditurus 6rat 
(nemp generis humani redemptor). — Elias Sehedius de diis Germams , 
Cap. 13. 

f Jagamat, the seventh incarnation of Brahma, is re-produced in 
the form of a pyramid, without either feet or hands. He lost them, 
say the Brahmins, in his endeavour to bear the world in order to 
save it — See Kvrcher. 

J Zer-Ateucht signifies washed with silver. This simame was given 
to Zoroaster, because, say the Ghebers, he proved his mission to a 
Sabean Prince by whom he was persecuted, by plunging into a bath 
of molten silver. — Tavernier, 1 2, p. 92. 
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destruction to his gods and his throne, put to the sword 
every woman in his dominions who was thought pregnant. 
Zerdascht is saved from the general massacre by the ad- 
dress and prudence of his mother.* 

The Macenians, who dwell in Paraguay, along the 
borders of Lake Zarayas, tell that, at a very remote period, 
a woman of surpassing loveliness became a mother, and 
yet remained a virgin; that her son, after working many 
illustrious miracles, raised himself aloft in air in the pre- 
sence of his disciples, and then became transformed into a 
sun.f 

The scattered fragments of these various creeds, if united 
together, will almost furnish us with a history of the Virgin 
and of Christ, in all its details. Despite her royal origin, 
Mary is of humble station ; so is the mother of Zoroaster. 
Like her, too, Mary receives a visit from an angel charged 
with a heavenly message. The tyrant Neinrod, whose 
existence is warmly disputed, J may be taken as the type 
of Herod. He thirsts for the blood of the young magi 
as rabidly as the sanguinary spouse of Mariamne thirsts 



* See Tavernier in the passage just quoted, 
f See MuratorL 

{ This Nemrod, whom Tavernier calls Neubrout, is, according to 
some writers, Nemrod the famous hunter. Others are of opinion 
that he is the tyrant Zhohac of the Persians, king of the first 
dynasty of princes who reigned immediately after the deluge. 
According to the author of Mefatith Aloloum Neinrod is the same as 
Caicaous, second king of the Persian dynasty called the Caianides. 
The Persian historians allow two centuries to his reign. Some have 
considered him a person of daring impiety, who had the strange 
fantasy to ascend to Heaven in a car drawn by these monstrous birds 
named kerkes , of which mention is made in the romances of old 
oriental writers. After having wandered about for some time 
through the air, he fell down on a mountain of Persia, and the 
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for the blood of the infant Jesus. The one, equally as the 
other, permits his prey to escape. Bom of a virgin, as 
Buddha, our divine Saviour lives among persons of humble 
rank. So lived, too, the son of the Chinese goddess. 
Like unto Chrichna, the angels and shepherds come to pay 
him homage and adoration, even on the night of his birth; 
then, after having calmed the tempests, walked on the 
waters, expelled the demons, raised the dfead, he makes 
his triumphant ascension in presence of five hundred disci- 
ples, whose dazzled eyes lose sight of him in a cloticL 'This 
is precisely the account which the savage hordes of Para- 
guay give us. 

It is assuredly very strange that these extraordinary 
legends, when united together, should form the life of the 
Son of God. That they have been copied from the facts 
related in the Gospels is impossible, for there is no question 
that they are of older date. Can truth,* then, originate 
from error? What opinion are we to form of such fantas- 
tical likenesses? Shall we say with fhe later Pagan 
sophists, and the self-styled thinkers of our own age, 
equally incredulous as the first, and well worthy of frater- 
nizing on the benches of the school of materialism, that the 
apostles borrowed these fables from the various forms of 
belief in Asia? But what grounds of probability are there, 
that men, sprung from the people-men, whose knowledge 
was confined to the guidance of a bark over the waters of 
Jake Tiberias, and whose nets were yet dripping at 

crash was such, say these veracious historians, that the mountain 
tottered to its very foundation. Others say that this Nemrod was 
to cast Yerdascht, whom they confound with Abraham, into a 
glowing furnace. More, that he was the first founder of fire wor- 
ship. — D'Herbdot, Bibliotheque Orientate, t. 3 ,p. 32. 
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the time of their call to the apostleship — that laborious 
artizans, compelled even during their preaching to toil 
for their daily bread, could have purloined, and made 
themselves masters of the sacred books of the Indians, the 
Chinese, and the Persians? What reason is there to sup- 
pose, that Simon Peter, the son of Zebedee, or the learned 
but austere disciple of Gamaliel, who boldly said to Corinth, 
that rich and proud city of Greece: “ For me, I know 
nothing hut Jesus , and Jesus crvrifiedP 9 should have tom 
from the 1 form of idolatry — the destruction of which was 
their peculiar mission — any of her old shreds, to patch 
them fraudulently on a life so simple and illustrious as was 
that of Christ! Moreover, it is not merely of Asia that 
there is question. Not to speak of both the Indies, so 
imperfectly known under the reign of Tiberius — of China, 
with its towers of porcelain, whose remote provinces had 
not tempted even the greedy Romans,* how could the 
apostles communicate with distant America, separated from 
the old continent* by a green cincture of waves, and lost 
as a pearl in the midst of waters? 

But, allowing for a moment that the apostles might — 
it matters little through • what means — have had in- 
telligence of these dark traditions; I will even go further: 
admitting that, notwithstanding their native simplicity, 
profound sanctity, their testimony, sealed with their blood, 
they might have * conceived the extraordinary idea of 
embroidering some fabulous circumstances on the evange- 
• 

* It was under the reign of Augustus that the Romans received 
the first ambassador from the Seres, now called the Chinese. The 
ambassadors pretended that they spent three years in performing the 
journey. 
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lical tissue; the thing would be altogether beyond their 
power. With what frpnt, for example, could they have 
attributed to Herod, who was known to the whole city of 
Jerusalem, and with whose glorious and tragical reign, 
eveiy person was thoroughly conversant, an atrocious and 
improbable feet revived of some one or other king of 
Persia, of whom history has preserved but some vague 
reminiscences immersed in a sea of fables, and who, per- 
haps, had no existence, except in the reveries of the 
Ghebers? Can it be supposed that these subtle Pharisees, 
who had so insidiously contrived to surprise Jesus in his 
words, were persons to be imposed on by an old Persian 
story, or that the Herodians would have patiently endured 
that a prince deified by them, and who had lavished on 
them every honour and every benefit, should be calum- 
niated under the very portals of his palace? And the 
voice of this sect of courtiers would not alone be raised in 
favour of the Idumean. A man of strong passions and 
violent propensities, but yet susceptible of reciprocating 
true affection and love ; a sanguinary but able politician — 
a valiant chief, a liberal prince, and an enlightened pro- 
tector of the arts, Herod, notwithstanding his beastly 
appetites and his foreign extraction, had left after him 
friends but too ready to avenge his memory, in case it had 
been branded by any calumnious imputation.* But the 
massacre of the innocents is not one of these ordinary and 

* The parasites of Herod the First, dazzled with the grandeur 
and magnificence of this prince, maintained that he was the Messiah. 
Hence arose that sect of the Herodians of whom there is mention 
made in the Gospel, and whom the pagans had known, for Perseus 
and his scholiast teach us that even at the time of Nero, the birth of 
king Herod was celebrated by his followers with the same solemnity 
as the Sabbath. 
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vulgar acts which are lost sight of in the midst of numerous 
political crimes; there had been madness as well 'as barba- 
rity in that abominable measure. A man of blood, reputed 
the friend of Anthony and Augustus — but folly 1 * * * 
If the Herodians are silent, it is because the matter is too 
clear, too public — entirely too recent, to allow of any contra- 
diction ; because the place where lived the mothers of the 
martyrs who, for the honour of being bom with Christ, paid 
the forfeit of their young lives, is only two hours’ journey 
from Jerusalem; the reason is, that entire villages had seen 
the poignards glisten, and heard the cries of death — the 
reason is, because at the first contradiction given to the 
Christians, every person would have stood up, saying: 
But we were there! The game line of argument holds 
equally good in reference to the virginity of Mary, her 
divine parturition, the visit r of the shepherds, directed by 
the angels, the glorious resurrection, and in a word- 
all the prodigies which signalized the coming of Christ. 
The Apostles wrote during the life even of those who 
had figured in the scenes of which they make mention; 
and the life of our Lord, had been of a term so short, 
that the shepherds of Bethlehem who came to adore 
him in his manger, could converse with the disciples who 
were witnesses of his ascension. St. Peter and St. John, 
these apostles so easily intimidated at the time of Jesus, 
declared in a cool, resolute manner to the scribes and high 
priests, that they considered them as deicides, and proved 
by the miracles of his birth, life and death, that Christ 
whom they crucified — was God. Did the Jews, galled and 
irritated by this accusation, brand these marvellous facts 
with imposture? By no means, they have never denied 
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them; bat to palliate the strange hardness of their hearts, 
they attributed them to magic learned among the Egyptians. 
It follows, then, that some reason must exist for the confor- 
mity which is noticed among the evangelical facts, and the 
traditions, more or less intermingled with fable, of these 
primeval people. But how, then, explain these analogies? 
Is it a sport of chance or some fortuitous accident? 
Not by chance does it happen, that the mystery of the 
incarnation of a God in the chaste womb of a virgin, is 
one of the fundamental articles of belief in- Asia; it is not, 
perchance, that the privileged women who bear in their 
wombs this emanation of the divinity, are always pure, 
lovely, holy, and so resembling each other, that they are 
said to be moulded in a type Of a date so remote as to 
be concealed from us by the night of time; it is not for- 
tuitously that the divine nature is united to the human 
nature by a luminous ray. These ideas, which carry with 
them the impress of primitive epoehs, evidently go* so far 
back as the creation of the world. Thev* patriarchs before 
the flood — that comiected chain of old men, who lived in 
the age of the cedars, wishing to form to themselves an 
idea of a woman blessed among all other women, whose 
miraculous parturition was to save the human race, painted 
her in the colours of Eve before her fall They invested 
her with that beauty of majesty and holiness which could 
originate in the minds of the children of man, no other 
sentiment save that of religious veneration. They compared 
her to a beautiful star of a delicious, mysterious, chaste 
and veiled light, whose rise was to herald that of the 
Sun of Justice. The means to which God had recourse 
to render fruitful this virginal womb, strikingly accord with 
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the maternal ideas which govern the theogonies of the 
various people of the globe. Let us cast a glance for a 
moment on all the antiquated forms of belief, and we will 
find that fire is invariably mixed up with them: but fire, 
according to the magi, was the earthly emblem of the sun, 
and the eun itself was but the dwelling of the Most High, 
the tent of Adonai-Jehovah, say the Hebrews, who had pre- 
served this primitive idea,* with the deposit of the faith 
of Abel 

The scripture tells us, that in the first ages of the world, 
Jehovah conversed familiarly with the patriarchs. How 
could he make his appearance to them, since no man can 
see God and live f Moses, who conversed with him face 

to face, and spoke to him as to a friend , saw only the 
Schekina , that is the divine presence, in form of a cloud at 
the door of the tabernacle of the covenant. Apparently, 
it was thus that the Lord manifested himself to the race 
of Seth, before their ways became corrupted. Deprived of 
this glorious privilege, which seemed the latest reflection 
of the brilliant prerogatives of Eden, the people descended 
from Noah, sought out in the works of creation, some- 
thing pure and refulgent which might have some analogy 
with the presence of the Omnipotent. The sun, that giant 
star which forces man to look downwards, appeared to 
them the most eligible terrestrial Schekina, and God seemed 
to confirm them in this idea by appearing under the form 
of flame in the bush of Horeb, and on the summit of 
Mount Sinai. They, therefore, considered the sun as the 

* See the Psalm xxviii, v. 5. The Persians had the same idea. 
They suppose that the throne of God is in the sun, says Hanway, 
and hence their veneration for this luminaiy. 
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shadow of uncreated light, and hence originated, without 
doubt, this belief of the people of Asia — that by a lumi- 
nous ray the expected Saviour was to become incarnate in 
the womb of a virgin. Worship, that feeling of love and 
gratitude, outwardly manifested by acts of religion, is as 
old as the world, and altars are as old as worship,* The 
offerings of Adam and Eve in their state of innocence, 
were undoubtedly fruits and flowers ;f but when sin intro- 
duced death into the ways of men — when the head of the 
human family forfeited with the sacred shade of the tree 
of life, his talisman of immortality, J in addition to the 
wild fruits and flowers which the land of exile produced, 
he offered the firstlings of his flock. This merits a little 

* It is very probable that the sacrifices of Abel and Cain were 
offered on some elevated rock or mound, and hence comes the name 
of altar. The Latin word altare appears to be derived from the 
Celtic allt, high, and or, stone. — Introduc. d V Histoire Eccl. de 
Bret, U 1, /. 5 ,p. 375. 

f According to a Pagan tradition, mentioned by Porphyry, 
(Traite de V Abst ., liv. 2,) the primitive men offered on the altars of 
the gods only flowers, fruits and tufts of grass. 

f Man had never been immortal in this world in the same sense 
as pure spirits, for a body formed of dust should naturally return 
into dust. Immortality here below man could never lay claim to 
by right of birth. Every terrestrial body must perish by the disso- 
lution of its parts, .at least when a particular will of the Creator is 
not opposed to it. This Divine will was manifested in favour of 
our first parents. God planted in that delightful garden* where he 
had placed mortal man, the tree of life — a plant of Heavenly origin, 
which was endowed with the peculiar property of repelling death, 
like the laurel which, as the ancients say, repelled lightning. To 
this mysterious tree was attached the immortality of the human 
species. At a distance from this protecting shelter death seized his 
prey, and man fell from the highest heaven into his miserable 
earthly covering (Aug. Quast. Vet. et Nov. Test., q. 19, p. 430). It 
cannot be called into question, I think, that God could consistently 
with justice, expel Adam from paradise after his disobedience, but 
exile imports sentence of death against man and his posterity. 
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reflection. Adam' who, to the most perfect form of body, 
united a soul high and intelligent, in which the Lord had 
implanted the germ of every virtue and every knowledge, 
wuld not be divested of the feelings of humanity. His 
fatal compliance towards Eve, points him out to us as 
loving even to weakness, and therefore susceptible, in the 
highest degree, of fine and generous feelings. How came 
it then, that he should think that the Creator could take 
complacency in the murder of his creature, and that an act 
of destruction would be an act of piety. The immolation 
of animals, which does not in the least accord with the 
intellectual wishes of man, and as the people of the primi- 
tive ages lived solely on vegetable diet, could be viewed in 
no other light than that of murder, and so ought excite in 
the mind of the father of the human race, a thousand 
natural repugnancies. For a long time these poor crea- 
tures, deprived of reason, but capable of attachment, had 
formed in Eden, the court of this solitary king. * He 
with them sat down at the same table, drank from 
the same source,, slept on the moss of the same hil- 
lock, and his prayer ascended at evening to the Master 
of nature, in union with the weak cry of insects 

Without the tree of life he was nothing more than a frail perishable 
creature, subject to the laws which rule created bodies. Adam 
becoming mortal brought forth children mortal like himself — the 
children must follow the condition of the father. In all this God 
inflicted no wrong on the human race — we are of our nature mortal — 
he has left us such as we were. To withdraw a gratuitous favour, 
when the object of that favour destroys the very act which confers it 
on him, is not cruelty, it is justice. 

* We cannot exactly compute the time that Adam and Eve 
remained in the terrestrial paradise. This stay must, however, be 
of some duration, and so Milton has supposed, whom we here quote, 
not as a poet, but as a profound orientalist. If we bear in mind 
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concealed under the herbage, the distant bellowing 
of the lords of the forest, and the warbling of birds. 
Involved with man in his misfortune, and its consequent 
penalty, the innocent companion of his past happy life 
now shared his exile. Some following their instincts 
of ferocity, which formed no* part of their nature in 
Paradise, fled into the interior of the deserts, and the 
secret caves of the mountains, from which they waged a 
fatal war against man. Others — creatures inoffensive and 
docile, united themselves to the sad fortune of their master, 
established themselves about his grotto, and kindly ten- 
dered him their milk, their labour, their conceits, their 
downy-fleece. And was it, indeed, among these affectionate 
slaves, so humbly ranged under his authority, that he 
should select and mark out his victims ? Was he to plunge 
the knife into the throat of the timid lamb which so gently 
licked his' hand? Ah! once mail struck down at his feet a 

that it was in Eden that Adam learned to classify and call by name 
all the birds of the air, all the beasts of the field, and all the fishes of 
the sea ; that he was instructed in all the properties of the different 
plants, can we conclude otherwise than that all this was not the 
work of a day. The Persians and Chinese think many ages passed 
on during the stay of the first man in paradise. According to the 
opinion of the Arabians and Babbins he continued there only a half 
day, but this half day of theirs is equivalent to five hundred years ; 
for a day of paradise corresponds with a thousand years. This space 
of time we think too long. It is commonly believed that Cain the 
paracide, whose birth is closely linked, in Genesis, with the ex- 
pulsion of his parents, was bom in the year 13 of the world, and 
from that it will follow that our first parents’ stay in paradise was 
a little more than twelve years. , This term, though rather short, 
would, however, be sufficient for the first man to establish firmly his 
authority over the animals subject to his dominion, and to become 
attached to his humble subjects by the ties of habit. 



Digitized by Google 




14 



THE UNIVERSAL EXPECTATION OF 



defenceless creature, and witnessed his pangs of agony, that 
very momeitf he should become as wan and pallid as an 
assassin) This idea of immolation was not man’s; it was 
not an act of choice, but of hard submission ; it was the 
imperfect expiation of a fault which willed blood. Who 
imposed it? He alone who is the sovereign disposer of 
life and death, God. From the moment that the first man 
violated the divine precept, God could, consistently with 
his justice, crush him like an earthen vessel, and destroy, 
in his person, the. whole human race, cursed and corrupted 
in their source. That he did not wish : his entrails yearned 
towards this poor rebellious creature, whose life was de- 
pending on his mercy, and commuting into exile the sen- 
tence of .death, merited by the revolt of our first parents, 
from that time he opened before them, by the pure effect 
of his mercy, a new and glorious perspective of immortality. 
According to St. Bernard, this illustrious favour which 
Christ was to seal on the cross, was granted in favour of 
Mary; and to save from annihilation this holy Virgin, in- 
volved in the future fate of her race, was the reason why 
the Most High spared Eve and all her posterity. If we 
are reluctant in subscribing to this pious, but rather too ex- 
clusive opinion, at least let us not scout the thought that, 
when the Eternal weighed the destinies of man against the 
blood of his Son, the merits and the virtues of her who 
was one day to be the Queen of angels, and. the consolatrix 
of the afflicted, made him incline the scale on the side of 
mercy. Be that as it may, there had been at that time a 
mysterious revelation in reference to a prophet, born of a 
woman, who, by dying on a cross, was to ransom the sins 
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of the world; a revelation, according to the tradition of the 
Hebrews, renewed at a later time, by an angel of the Lord 
to the mother of Abel and Seth. 

A prophecy, foretelling man’s redemption, should, one 
ought to suppose, be engraven in indelible characters on 
their memory. But the Creator, knowing the volatile 
mind of man — knowing that passions, these jarring winds 
of the soul, would efface from his heart the divine threats 
and promises with the same facility as the billows of the 
surging sea blot out every track that could afford guidance 
to the pilot For this it was, that He was willing that 
the grand promise of the Messiah should not stand alone, 
but form a part of a scene of terror which might make a 
strong and lively impression on his forgetful and fickle 
nature. He instituted sacrifices, and these religious cere- 
monies were at the same time commemorative, expiatoxy, 
and typical. At the period of the division of the land, 
and the dispersion of that great patriarchal family which 
the Lord had preserved to re-people the world, each colony 
carried with them into these virgin lands where they 
repaired to erect their tents, the wreck of the sciences and 
arts saved from the deluge,* and that fQrm of worship of 

* It is certain that the primitive race of man which was rural, 
but not savage, were acquainted with those arts which ministered to 
their necessities and pleasures. Scarcely had the children of Adam 
formed themselves into small communities when public worship was 
established among them ; when they began to fabricate tents, build 
towns, forge iron, melt brass, invent musical instruments, and trace 
the course of the stars. The history of astrqnomy, according to 
Bailly, must be traced as far back as the antediluvian age. Lalande 
attributes to the Egyptians the origin of this science. But the 
Hebrews, who are 'in a position to decide this difference, agree with 
Bailly against his adversary, and inform us that the Egyptians 
were indebted for the rudiments of astronomy to the traditions 
rescued from the deluge . — jSee Josephus . 
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which Enoch and the patriarchs had laid the foundation. 
To these, Noah, that fervent servant of God, added the 
historical and religious traditions, which a long term of life 
previous to the flood had enabled him to collect. He spoke 
of man formed from the slime of the earth, his rebellion, 
his punishment, his future redemption for which the world 
should be indebted to the marvellous parturition of a new 
Eve. At the view of the bloody sacrifices offered up for 
the unexpiated guilt of their first parents, he taught his 
descendants to raise their eyes to a more august victim, 
■sitting on the right hand of Jehovah, in the starry re- 
cesses of heaven, a victim of which the oblation of heifers 
andiambs was but a figure, and which alone could absorb 
death and conquer hell. The people at first faithfully re- 
tained these primitive notions, which were the foundation 
of all their various forms of belief.* Altars were raised 
at the confluence of rivers, under the shade of the .forests, 
on the top of mountains, along the sea shore, and on the 
sandy down where the wormwood paraded its leaves to the 

* The Indians, the Chinese, the Peruvians, and even the Hurons, 
believe that the first man was formed from the slime of the earth. 
The Brahmins, who give ns sue^glowing pictures of their cJiorcam 
or paradise, place in it a tree whose fruits had the property of con- 
ferring immortality if permission were granted to eat of them. The 
Persians hand down that the evil spirit Ahrimian seduced our first 
parents under the form of a snake. The history of the woman 
seduced at the foot of a tree, the consequent wrath of God, and the 
first fratricide, were traditions among the Iroquois. The Tartars at- 
tribute our forfeiture to a delicious and delightful plant. The inha- 
bitants of Thibet assign our misery and fall to the eating of the 
dangerous plant of schimce , sweet as sugar, and that the knowledge 
of our state of nakedness was revealed by this fruit. The tradition 
of the woman and the serpent was in like manner known by the 
Mexicans, &c . — See M. Rosselly de Lorques, Christ devant ie Stick 
chap. 9. 



Digitized by L.ooQle 




THE VIRGIN AND THE MESSIAH. 1 7 

desert wind. From the very beginning the silvery light 
of the moon shone down on these rural temples bounded 
only by the horizon, and without any other roof than that 
of the heavens with their glittering stars. At that remote 
epoch, God met with adoration worthy of him; and so 
clear, so sublime, so uniform, and so simple, were the ideas 
formed of true worship, that to himself alone we must 
trace them back. Yet, an element of immense reach, an 
element of superstitious alarm, founded on- the fearful and 
recent remembrance of the destruction of the world by 
water, had glided into the form of* worship practised by 
those who lived after the flood. In exploring the silent ruins 
of those high towers* which could not save from a -watery 
grave, the giants of an extinct race; on discovering on the 
steepest jpoint of the mountains, in the very region of the 
clouds, the cast off properties of the ocean, man felt him- 
self under the powerful and avenging hand of an angry 
God, and this thought damped his courage. Looking 
back on himself with dejection and anguish, and seeing 
himself as he really was — an atom before the Eternal — 
he fearfully demands if the prayers and wishes of him, a 
poor worm lost in the crowd of numerous other beings, 
could by any means reach the throne of the Ancient of 
'days.' He so despicable, and God so grand! Not daring 
to pronounce in the affirmative, he believes it a duty 
incumbent on him to secure some powerful mediator, through 

* The tower of Babel furnishes us with some idea of the antediluvian 
architecture. Jn it we find brick and bitumen used. If, as every 
thing induces to think so, this huge tower resembled the ancient 
and famous tower of Bel, at Babylon, it was surrounded exteriorly 
by a spiral staircase, which ascended to the platform, and gave the 
edifice the appearance of seven towers superimposed. 

C 
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whose intercession, he might make known his wants and 
offer his acts of thanksgiving. That mediator he selects 
among the stars which were the delight of his solitary watch- 
ings, and which, as he supposed, were governed by celestial 
intelligences. Hence the origin of Sabeism, the immediate 
source of idolatry. In process of time the darkness be- 
came thick'er, religions were overloaded with rites, the 
worship oF^e true God became gradually mingled with 
that of tfie stars and the elements. The discovery of the 
hieroglyphics completed the ‘potifusion, and the few truths 
which were rescued from the total ruin of the ancient forms 
of belief, were mysteriously concealed in the under parts of 
the idolatrous sanctuaries, like sepulchral lamps burning only 
for the dead. They were carefully concealed from the peo- 
ple* who lavishly paid unmeaning acts of adoration to tigers, 
lions, crocodiles, and even to vegetable substances, and 
deified their passions and vices. It was then that impos- 
tors, trafficking on human credulity, ravelled or designedly 
broke the already slender thread of the patriarchal tradi- 
tions. Audaciously substituting remembrance for hope, 
they collected around the cloudy cradle of their false pro- 
phets or fabulous divinities, the wonders of the incarnate 
Word, and the primitive reminiscences of his high and 
tragical destiny. 

• 

* Plato, in speaking of the God who had created the universe, says 
that he is not allowed to make him known to the people. The books 
of Numa, written on the bark of the birch tree, and found in his tomb 
many ages after his death, were secretly burned, as they were thought 
subversive of the doctrine of polytheism. The Brahmins, who, if we 
are to believe some travellers, entertain very sublime ideas of the 
divinity, yet place before the Indians the most hideous idols for their 
adoration. True religion alone has treated man in the light of 
immortal and reasonable creatures. 
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Thus we explain these analogies which seem at first 
sight incomprehensible. However, all the nations of poly- 
theism received not the mystery of the Messiah as an 
accomplished fact. A short time previous to the Christian 
Era, the Druids were still raising in the dark forests of 
Gaul, an altar to thty Virgin who was to bring forth. The 
Chinese, instructed by Confucious, who himself had found 
this oracle in the old traditions, were in expectation of 
the Holy, who was to . arise in the western regions of Asia, 
and nearly a half century after the death of the Man God, 
sent a solemn ambassador in search of him. The Magi, on 
the faith of Zerdascht, were studying the constellations to 
find out the star of Jacob, which was to be their guide to 
the cradle of Christ.* The Brahmins were longing for 
the glorious avatarf of him who was to cleanse the world 
from sin , and demanded him of Wichnow, when laying on 
his altar resplendent with jewels, the odoriferous branches 
of basilisk, a plant endeared to the Indian god. The 
fiery children of Romulus, conspicuous for their idolatry, 
and who had formed entire legions of gods, were reading 
in the books so jealously and artfully watched by the sybil 
of Cumae, the Virgin , the Divine Infant , the adoration of 
the shepherds , the serpent crushed, and the age of gold 
restored to the world. In fine, about the time of the 

* Alburfarage (Historia dynastiarum) says, that Zerdascht pre- 
dicted to the Magi the birth of the Messiah, bom of a Virgin — he adds 
" that at the time of his birth, there appeared a strange star which 
conducted them to the place of his birth, and ordained them to bear 
him presents. Sharistani, a musulman writer, relates in like manner, 
a prediction of Zerdascht relative to a prophet who was to reform the 
world with respect both to religion and justice, and to whom the 
princes and kings of the world would render subjection. 

•f Avatar , the fabulous incarnation of an Indian divinity. 
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Messiah, ail the countries of the East were in expectation 
of a future Redeemer; and Boulanger, though receiving a 
truer inspiration on his death bed, after pointing out how 
generally that expectation prevailed, illogically designates 
it a universal chimera.* But if God willed, that infidel 
nations in the midst of their wanderings should preserve 
this belief, the only thread remaining to extricate them 
from the labyrinth of error; if he compelled even the 
father of lies to give glory to Christ and to his Mother, and 
to trace the name of Mary on a leaf of the sybil’s book ;f 
if it was his will that the incarnation of the Word should 
be the object of the expectation of all, what was this pale 
and weak glimmer enveloped in profound darkness, in 
comparison to the magnificent glow which enlightened 
the children of Abraham? 

We are struck with surprise at the view of this pro- 
phetical chain, the first link of which commences at the 
infancy of the world, and the last is forged on at the 
tomb of Christ. f The threat of Jehovah to the infernal 
serpent includes, as we have already said, the first oracle 
regarding the Messiah, and that oracle is remarkable on 
this account, for in revealing the power of God, the honour 
of Mary is not overlooked: he who will spring from the 
woman shall crush thy head, says the Eternal. These 

* Unanimous testimony is of the greatest weight, says Bemandin 
St. Here, for a universal error there cannot be.— -Studies of Nature , 
study 8, p . 398. 

f H divoto di Maria del P. Paolo Segneri, parte prima. 

X There is a tradition taught in the Synagogue, and recognised as 
true in the Church, that all the prophets without exception, have 
had in view the Messiah as the term of their prophecies . — See SU 
Cyprian on the worship of Idols, 
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mysterious words, more clearly explained ill the sequel, to 
the exiles of Eden,* were handed down by Noah to 
Sem, who was appointed by God to be the inheritor of 
the faith; and Sem, whose term of life nearly equalled 
that of his ancestors, could repeat them to the father of 
believers. It was then that a benediction replete with 
mystery, in which the promise of the Messiah was 
included, pointed out that the blessed seed promised. to 
Eve should be the seed and shoot of Abraham. To the 
olden traditions immediately succeeded the grand predic- 
tion of Jacob. The expiring patriarch, who had seen in 
spirit the condition of the twelve tribes when they were 
to be in possession of Palestine, announced to his children 
collected about his dying bed, that Juda had been selected 
from among all his brethren, as the stock from which the 
kings of Israel were to descend, and as the father of the 
SchUo so often promised, who was to be the King of 
kings, and the Lord of lords. The coming of Christ is 
marked in a particular manner: he will rise up from the 
midst of the ruins of his country, when the schebet (the 
sceptre, the legislative authority), will be in the hands of 
a stranger.f The prophet saved from the waters of the 

* According to a Hebraical tradition, God seeing Adam in despair 
at the frightful consequences of his transgression, told him by an 
angel, to assuage his grief, for from his posterity would arise a 
Redeemer, who was to destroy original sin, and was to be the salvation 
of all those who hoped in him. — Bam. tom. 4, l. 7, c. 25. 

f The Christians make application of this revelation to the Messiah, 
and by it prove to the incredulous Jews, that he must have appeared 
long before now, since after eighteen centuries, their tribes are. 
mingled, their sacrifices abolished, their laws extinet; that they 
have no longer terrritory or rulers, and that in every place where 
they are found they are paying obedience to foreign laws, and are 
Subject to foreign dominion. To elude the force of this argument, 
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Nile, who was called by God to collect and transmit to 
writing, an account of the early ages and the olden tradi- 
tions of the human race, traditions yet fresh in the memory 
of the people,* willingly lends the support of his striking 
testimony to the prophecy of Jacob. “ Adonai Jehovah,’’ 
he says, in speaking to the people of God, “ will raise up 
to you, from the midst of thy nation, and from among the 
number of thy brethren a prophet like unto me; hear you 
him. He will bring you the orders of heaven, and the 
Lord will take vengeance on any who shall refuse to hear 
him.”* And it is of the Messiah that the synagogue 
always understood this clear text. St. Philip understood it 
in that sense when, without making exactly the application 
to our divine Redeemer, he said to Nathanael: “we have 
found Him whom the prophets foretold, of whom Moses 

the Jews pretend, that the word schebet ; which we translate into 
sceptre, equally means the rod which chastises the slave, and hence 
they endeavour to maintain that though this oracle should regard the 
Messiah, all that we can conclude from it is, that their chastisement 
would continue to his coming, who would then deliver them — they 
deny that the word schil can be translated into Messiah. But their 
ancient books refute their argument. This prophecy is understood 
as regarding the Messiah in the talmud, and let us see how the para- 
phrase of Onkelos explains this passage: “ Juda will not be without 
some one clothed with the supreme authority, nor without scribes 
among the sons of her children until the Messiah comes.” Jonathan, 
to whom the Jews assigned the first place among the disciples of Hillel, 
and whom they held almost in equal veneration to Moses, translates 
in like manner the word schebet into principality, and schilo into 
Messiah. The paraphrase of Jersusalem sides with this opinion. 
Thus their oldest, most authentic and respectable commentaries 
furnish us with arms to overthrow all their arguments. 

* Hence arises that hope of a new law which the Jews were 
expecting to accompany the' Messiah, a law which they placed far 
above that of Moses. The law which ’man studies in this world is 
but vanity, say their doctors , in comparison to that of the Messiah. 
— Medrasch Rabba, on Ecclesiastes, 11, 8. 
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spoke in the law, Jesus of Nazareth.” Towards the end 
of the mission of Moses, and whilst Israel lay still en- 
camped in the desert, Balaam, whose maledictions in the 
vale of Sallows a Moabite prioce had depreciated,* came 
to corroborate the expected arrival of the Messiah, ahd to 
mark out, in a manner precise and clear, the grand epoch 
of his coming. On the highest peak of Phagor, in sight 
of the cursed lake and the barren mountains of Arabia, the 
soothsayer from the banks of the Euphrates, agitated by 
the Spirit of God, beholds, as with the eye of a . seer, f a 
wonderful vision. His words, interrupted now and then 
by long and solemn pauses, are thrown out, without either 
order or 'method, to the mountain gales, like the shreds of 
some mysterious discourse linked below with the infernal 

powers: I will see him, but not now. I will behold 

him , but not near at hand , A star will arise from 

Jacob , a shoot will branch off from Israel . He will 

rule over many people. To these incoherent expressions 
succeeded a magnificent picture, but gloomy in colouring, 
of the conquests of God’s chosen people. It is not with- 
out design, that the vision of the prophet points out Rome 

* The plain of Babylon, intersected with rivers and canals, and 
consequently very marshy, abounds in willows. And hence arises 
its Scriptural name of the Valley of Willows. 

f Though we were in profound ignorance of the great antiquity 
of the prophecy of Balaam, the manner in which it is expressed 
sufficiently indicates it so. Balaam, a Chaldean astrologer, does not 
prophesy as the seers of Juda. A vast horizon presents itself before 
him, and along it he discovers at the same time heaven, earth and 
sea; he expresses himself, like one who enters into a detail of every 
thing which he beholds at the moment he is speaking, and which 
makes the strongest impression on him. This manner of prophesy- 
ing resembles somewhat that which the highlanders of Scotland 
call second sight. 
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at the apogee of its colossal power. Then it was that 
Christ was to come on earth to immolate himself for us, 
on the tree of infamy. The prophet paints in glowing 
colours this bloody epoch. It is said that cities and 
empires yet to arise, presented themselves before his eyes 
in the mirage of the desert. He sees the fleet of the 
Caesars leaving the ports of Italy and directing their victory 
loving prows towards the flat coasts of Syria. He sees the 
ruin of that Judea, which was not to be in existence for a 
long time after, and where the chosen people of God could 
not at that time lay claim to any other possessions, except 
the possession of some few monuments. Then, seven centu- 
ries before the birth of the son of Ilium, and whilst the wild 
goats of Latium were still quietly browsing on the shrubby 
declivities of the seven hills, he follows with his prophetic 
glance, the fall of the Roman eagle. He glides over ages, 
and again, ages, without other promises from Jehovah; 
but the oracles regarding the Messiah are entrusted to 
tradition which carefully preserves them, or are consigned 
in the holy Jaw. Israel sustains an obscure, but inces- 
sant and obstinate wrestling against the idolatrous people 
who surround and press her tribes on all sides. Sometimes 
she yields to the strange propensity which drags her down 
to idolatry, and then the fatal sword of the Amorhites and 
Moabites is, unknowingly, drawn in the battle of the 
Lord, and avenges, unwillingly, the injuries of the God of 
Jacob. But during these varying fortunes, the people 
forgot not the coming of Christ; they live in the faith 
of a Messiah. In want of any new revelations, their life 
even becomes prophetical. Political and religious institu- 
tions, local customs and private manners, all tend to the 
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same end, all flow from the same source; everything is 
bound up with the expected coming of a Redeemer, to 
be bom of a virgin of Juda. With the expectation of 
a Messiah, is connected that law of Deuteronopiy which 
requires that a brother should raise up an heir to his 
brother dying without children, that his name may be 
perpetuated in Israel. It is this last *hope of belonging 
one day, sooner or later, to the celestial envoy, which 
caused the young and submissive virgin of Galaad to 
weep on the mountains of Judea, and her only regret in 
descending into that bloody tomb, to which a father’s vow 
condemned her, was the extinction of her hope of being 
related to the Messiah.* It is to this belief, so general 
among the Hebrews, that the Thecuite makes allusion, 
when denouncing to king David the secret plots which 
were being contrived against her only surviving son ; she 
poetically describes the fears of a mother and Jewish 
matron, by this touching expression: Lord , they wish to 

extinguish my last spark! How widely does the present 
incredulity of the Jews contrast with the faith of their 
forefathers. The great concern of these men of primeval 
times was the coming of the Messiah ; those who died at 
a time long before, the epoch when were to be fulfilled the 
promises of heaven, died under the firm conviction that 

* Some rabbins think that the daughter of Jephte was not sacri- 
ficed, but only condemned to perpetual celibacy. This assertion is 
refuted by the text of scripture which says, “ That from year to 
year the daughters of Israel assemble together and lament the daugh- 
ter of Jephte the Galaadite , for four days. n — (Judges, c. xi., v. 40.) 
But we cannot lament a person not dead. Flavius Josephus, also 
affirms that the daughter of Jephte was sacrificed. — Antiq. b. 5, 
c. 9. 
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these promises would one day be accomplished. On the 
very brink of eternity, they saluted that distant hope, as 
Moses, the great prophet, with a deep sigh sainted that 
land of milk and honey, which the Lord prevented his 
ever entering. At the time of David and that of his 
royal children, the thread of the prophecy is again united, 
and the mystery ofrthe Virgin and Messiah is made known 
by prophecies yet grander, and as patent as the sun. 
The holy king, whom the God of Israel preferred to the 
race of Saul, sees the virginity of Mary and the super- 
natural birth of the Son of God. Your birth , he says, 
not sullied as that of the children of men, will be as pure 
as the morning dew. Then raising his eyes aloft he be- 
holds Him whom God had given him as a son according 
to the flesh, sitting on the right of Jehovah, on a throne 
more lasting than the heaven and the stars. From the 
time of the great prophecy in Eden, to the perfect estab- 
lishment of the Hebrews in Palestine, the Virgin had been 
understood rather than revealed in the predictions of the 
patriarchs and prophets. But from the time of David, 
the radiant figure of Mary, no longer presents any' vague 
outlines, and she who was to infuse the blood of Abra- 
ham, of Jacob and of Jesse-the-Just, into the veins of 
the Man God, becomes more clearly delineated. David 
had spoken of her virginal parturition; Solomon took 
complacency in tracing her image with such beautiful 
streaks of his pencil, as to leave far behind in the shade, 
the glowing descriptions given of those peris of the east, 
those smiling and vaporous divinities which flit across the 
dreams of the Arabian pastor. He sees her arise from 
the midst of the daughters of Judea, as a lily among the 

* 
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thorns; her eyes are beautiful and mild as those of the dove; 
her lips like scarlet lace , a dropping honeycomb ; her com- 
ing forth earial as the odour of perfumes; and her beauty 
vies in lustre with the rising moon . Her tastes are simple 
and poetical; she loves to stray in the shady vales, when 
the vines are in flowers , and the fig tree had put forth her 
green figs; her cheeks are as the lark of the pomegranate, 
the tree of paradise,* and she takes pleasure in listening 
to the plaintive song of the turtle-dove. Silent and retir- 
ing she veils herself from every eye, and remains concealed 
within her dwelling, as the dove which builds its nest in the 
crevices of the rocks . She is selected for a mystical mar- 
riage in preference to the virgins and queens of every 
other nation; a crown is promised her by him who loveth 
her soul , and the happy bond by which she is united to 
her royal spouse is stronger than death. Elias, praying 
on Mount Carmel, for the cessation of that long drought, 
which after three years split the earth, and dried up the 
sources, sees the promised virgin under the form of a 
transparent cloud which rises from the bosom of the waters 
announcing the return of rain. The blessings of the 
people salute this propitious omen,J and the prophet, 
penetrating the things of heaven^ builds an oratory to the 
fnture queen of heaven.|| Isais declared to the house of 

* The Orientals call the pomegranate the fruit of Paradise. 

f The Holy fathers remark that the Canticle of Canticles, is a 
continual allegory of the Mother of God. 

f When rain falls in Palestine, there is universal joy among the 
people; they assemble in the streets, they sing — they become agitated, 
they cry out at the highest pitch, “Oh! God! Be thou blessed.” — 
Volney's Travels in Syria. 

|| The oratory which Elias built on Mount Carmel was dedicated 
by him, to the Virgin who was to bring forth, Virgini pariturce. 
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David, the head of which, Achab, was trembling under the 
menaces of the stranger like a forest shaken by the tempest , 
that God would give him an encouraging sign regarding 
the futurity of Judea, still a long and glorious future. “ A 
virgin shall conceive,* and bring forth a son, and he shall 

be called Emmanuel, that is, God with us And there 

shall come forth a shoot out of the trunk of Jesse, and a 



This Chapel was called Semnceum , that is a place consecrated to an 
imperiere (Empress) which can be no other than Mary, imperiere of 
Heaven and earth. — History of Mount Carmel , Succession of the 
Holy Prophet , chap. 31. 

t This grand prophecy has been the subject of a long and stormy ' 
debate among Jews and Christians. The Rabbins, who have from 
the time of Jesus Christ, commented on this text, desirous of de- 
stroying the evidence of their, own condemnation, and rendering 
obscure the words of the prophecy, say that the word halma , which 
is found in the Hebrew text, means simply a young woman, although 
the Septuagint have translated it by Virgin. The fathers have 
altogether destroyed this objection. “ The seventy interpreters, says 
St John Chrysostom, are particularly entitled to our belief. They 
wrote their version more than a century before Jesus Christ — there 
were many assembled together— their number and their unanimity 
rendered them more deserving of belief than the Jews of our days, 
who have maliciously corrupted many parts of the sacred scrip- 
tures.” — Sermon 4, chap. 1. St. Jerome, the most profound 
Hebrew scholar of all the interpreters and commentators of scrip- 
ture, pronounces, without fear, he says, of contradiction from the 
Jews, that halma in every part of the scripture in which the word 
occurs, means solely a Virgin unsullied, and no where does it mean 
a married woman. — Commentary on Isaias , book 3. Luther, who 
so frightfully abuses true and real knowledge, cries out with that 
impetuosity and vehemence so peculiar to him: “ If at any time a 

Jew or Hebraist can point out to me that halma means any sort of 
woman and not a Virgin, I will, please God, give him a hundred 
florins wherever I can procure them.” — The Works of Luther , 
vol. 8, p. 129. Mahomet himself has bora testimony to the Vir- 
ginity of the Mother of God: “And Mary, daughter of Imram, 

who has preserved her virginity and believed the word of her Lord 
and his scriptures.” — Koran , Surate 66. 
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flower shall spring up from his root.* His name shall be 
called Wonderful, Counsellor, God the Mighty, the Father 
of the world to come, the Prince of peace. He shall be 
set up as a standard before the people, the Gentiles shall 
come to beseech him, and his sepulchre shall be glorious.” 
The mystery of the Messiah is wholly unveiled to the eyes 
of the prophets. Some see Bethlehem rendered illus- 
trious by his birth; other predict his triumphant entry 
into Jerusalem, and even particularize his gentle and 
slow mule. They behold him — the Pontiff 1 according to 
the order of Melchisedech — entering the temple ; they 
know the number of pieces of silver dropped by the 
executioners of the Synagogue, into the hand of the base 
coward who betrayed his master; they behold the cross, 
that instrument for the punishment of slaves — the drink 
of gall insolently presented to an' agonized God, and the 
garment, worked by a mother’s hands, for which the rude 
soldiers cast lots; they hear the nails hacking the bleeding 
flesh, and sinking with a hoarse sound into the cursed wood. 
Then the scene changes, like Raphael’s pictures, in which 
the subject, commenced on earth, is finished beyond the 
clouds. The mail of sorrows, the humble Messiah, scorned 
by his friends, and rejected by his people, looks down 
triumphantly from the highest heaveiis on his earthly 
enemies; all the nations of the earth retain the remem- 
brance of their God, forgotten after so many centuries 1 
The people rally around the standard of the Cross, and 
the kingdom of Christ will have no other limits than those 

* Jesse, called also Isaias, was the son of Obed and father of 
David. His memory is held in the highest veneration among the 
Hebrews. 
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of the world. All the prophecies are fulfilled to the letter. 
Jacob foretold that the coming of Schilo , would be at hand 
at the very moment when the Jews would Cease to be 
governed by their own laws, importing the fall of their 
power. Balaam adds that the subversion of the kingdom 
of Judea would be the work of a people arrived from Italy; 
and the governor Daniel, gives an exact account of the 
number of weeks which were to flow on up to that time. 
“Everything which is to happen in the world, casts its 
shadow before;” said an illustrious and gifted writer, 
though now living lonely and retired, “when the sun is 
about to rise, the horizon is chequered with a thousand 
varied clouds, and the east seems to be one golden bed of 
flame. When the tempest is at hand, a deafening roar is 
heard on the shore, and the billows are agitated as if by a 
power innate in themselves.” 

The figures of the Old Testament, according to the holy 
fathers of the church, are the signs which announce the 
rising of the Sun of Justice and the Star of the Sea. To 
Christ, the Son of God, belongs strength ; to Mary, grace 
and merciful goodness. She is the tree of life replanted by 
the hand of God himself in the dwellings of man, and the 
guarantee of happiness preferable to that enjoyed by our 
first parents in the garden of Eden; she is the dove of the 
ark which carried the olive branch from the dry land; the 
sealed fountain Whose waters nothing unclean has troubled ; 
the holy mountain, from which, without human touch, 
rolled the stone that shattered the idols, &c. Like that 
glowing and ravishing countenance, which, by borrowing 
a thousand scattered beauties from the most lovely women 
of Greece, a painter of antiquity had formed, the chaste 
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spouse of the Holy Ghost reflected in her person all those 
varied and engaging qualities, which the most celebrated 
women of the old law presented to the admiration of their 
contemporaries. 

With the loveliness of Rachel and Sarah, she unites in 
her person the prudence of Abigail, and the* strong reso- 
lute bearing of Esther. Susanna, ehaste as the flower, 
whose name she bears;* Judith, whose lily crown was 
stained by the blood of Holofemes;f Axa, whose hand 
was purchased by a conquered city, and that glorious but 
unfortunate mother, who beheld all her sons sacrificed be- 
fore her eyes, for their adherence to the law, were but 
faint pictures of her who was to unite in her person all 
the perfections of Woman and angel. After four thousand 
years, the time marked out by the prophets at length 
arrives ; the shadows of the old law disappear, and Mary 
arises above the horizon of Judea, like the star which 
ushers in the day. 

* The name Susanna, means lily. — Favyn , book 2. 

f The ancients attributed to the lily the efficacy of neutralizing 
enchantments and of removing danger. Judith bound her forehead 
with a lily crown, that she may courageously enter the tent of 
Holofemes . — Comment of the Rabbins on the book of Judith . 
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THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION. 

A woman destined from all eternity to save the world by 
co-operating in the union of the divine and human nature, 
and enclosing in her chaste womb Him, whom neither the 
heavens nor the earth, nor the yast extent of the sea, 
could contain; a woman anxiously expected since the for- 
mation of the globe, and the avowed end of all those holy 
generations, which succeeded each other since the days of 
the patriarchs, must be other than a woman of ordinary 
stamp, and ought be endowed with privileges above those 
of humanity. The pious belief in the immaculate con- 
ception of Mary flows from this consideration of respect. 
Heirs of an unauspicious head, degraded in the person of 
a rebellious father, and branded by the sentence which 
condemned him, in place of receiving from him the life of 
grace, we have received the death of sin, and by an 
alarming destiny, we are condemned to hell even before 
our birth. This unhappy fate inherent in the human race 
cursed as one man in its origin, is common to all, and the 
scripture makes no exception in favour of any child of 
Adam. But the piety of the faithful could not support the 
thought that the mother of God should be made subject to 
the disgraceful sentence, which brands us with the seal of 
hell, even in our mother’s womb. They thought the So- 
vereign Judge should suspend the general effect of his 
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rigorous law in favour of her, who came into the world 
to co-operate in the incarnation of the Messiah, the most 
secret and incomprehensible of all the divine counsels. 
Notwithstanding the silence of the gospel, there was an 
opinion pretty general, that the Virgin, in view of her 
miraculous maternity, had been held, if I may use the 
expression, suspended on the brink of the abyss, opened 
under our feet by the disobedience of our first parents, 
and that her conception had been as immaculate as her 
life.* Yet, this opinion, redounding to the honour of the 
Virgin mother, has met with opponents, and powerful op- 
ponents, for St. Anselm, St. Bernard, St. Bonaventure, St. 
Thomas of Aquin, Albert the Great, and many other 
enlightened and learned persons, all great theologians, 'and 
even strongly devoted to Mary, maintain that she had 
been conceived in sin, and had been subject to the general 
law, though immediately after, she had been cleansed 
from it by a special and extraordinary favour. 

But devotion to the Virgin — a devotion . of which the 
Greeks had taken the initiative — prevailed over the opinion 
of the great doctors of the middle ages. That which had 
escaped the eagle eyes of the school , was made known to 

* This belief adopted among the Greeks, was then consecrated by 
a festival celebrated from the seventh century. 

f According to St Augustin, the lineage to which all the 
patriarchs aspired was Jesus Christ, and Jesus Christ in Mary. And, 
in truth, says a learned theologian, if nature in all its efforts^ tends 
to Jesus Christ, who is the Lord of ages, it is not that it contem- 
plates mounting up by its innate virtue to the Son of God — the 
extent of her power stops with the humble Mary, who was to bring 
forth the blessed seed, not by virtue of her progenitors, but by the 
power of the Most High. 

D 
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the simple and unsophiaticate'd. The writings of the 
apostles and doctors were opened anew; a close search was 
made into all these matters regarding the greatness of 
Mary, which had been handed down to ns from age to age, 
and this rigorous inquiry threw new light on the obscure 
portion of the history of the Mother of God. If we go 
back to the times of the apostles, we shall find, even then, 
the title of most holy and immaculate applied to Mary* 
The apostle St. Andrew, quoted by the Babylonian Abdias, 
thus speaks: “ Ab* the first Adam had been made of the 
earth before it was cursed, so the second Adam has been 
formed from a virgin earth which was never cursed.” 
The saints and martyrs "who lived in the third century, St. 
Hippolyteis,; St. Gregory, Bishop of Neocesarea, Origen, 
St. Dionyshls of Alexandria, style the holy Virgin, pure 
and imm&wilate. St. Cyprian, speaking more clearly and 
precisely, says, , “That there is a very wide difference be- 
tween other mortals and jthe Virgin, and that there exists 
nothing in common between them but nature, without its 
penalty. ,, In the fourth century, St. Basil and St. Epi- 
phanius pay similar homage to Mary; St. Ambrose com- 
pares her to “ a straight and glittering stem, which has 
neither the knot of original sin, nor the bark of actual 
sin.’’ “ Virgo in qua nec nodus originate, nec cortex actu- 
ate culpa, fuit,;” and St. Jerome compares her to “ that 
cloud of light which has never known darkness.”! A priest 

St James the Great, and St Mark in their liturgy, 
f Commentary of St. Jerome on the 77th Psalm. — “Diduxit eos in 
nube diei; nufyes est beata Virgo, quae pulchre dicitur nubes diei, 
quia non fuit in tenebris, sed semper in luce.” 
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of Jerusalem, Chrysippus, a very ancient author, after 
investing Mary with the title of immaculate , adds that 
“ she has nothing in common with her perverse people', she 
who, from her nature, without sin or stain, resembles the 
rose planted on a soil set thick with thorns.” 

♦ St. John Chrysostom calls the Virgin “most holy, 
immaculate, blessed above all creatures, glorious Mother 
of God.” In the fifth century, St. Augustin could not 
endure eveil the mention of Mary’s name when- there is 
question of sin,* and St. John Chrysologus affirms that 
everything has been saved* in the Virgin: Merito ergo 
Virgini salva sunt omnia . St. Fulgentius, who flourished 
at the commencement of the sixth century, says that “the 
holy Virgin was altogether excluded from the original 
decree.” It is wrong, says St. Udefonsus, Archbishop of 
Toledo, who flourished about the middle of the seventh 
century, “ to wish to render Mary, the Mother of God, 
subject to the laws of nature; it is certain that she has 
been free and exempt from the stain of original sin, #nd 
that she has removed the malediction of Eve.” This holy 
bishop did not rest content with the expression of his 
sentiments in relation to the immaculate conception of the 
Blessed Virgin ; in his life, written by the Benedictins, it is 
mentioned, that he gave orders that a solemn feast should 
be observed through all Spain, in honour of the concep- 
tion of the Mother of God. We also find, in the laws of 
the Visigoths, that the king Ervige passed a law, com- 
pelling the Jews to refrain from servile works on the 

* It is necessary to remark that St. Augustin then defended the 
doctrine of original sin against the Pelagians. 
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Christian festivals, and among these festivals, occurs the 
feast of the Conception of the Virgin. St John Damascene, 
who e&ed about the year 780, in treating of the conception 
of Mary, says, that she was pmeandrromactt&^e. “ You 
are all beautiful, O Mary,” says the humble and learned 
Abbot of Celles, “ yon are all beautiful in your conception, 
being created to become the temple of God. The stain of 
sin, whether mortal, venial, or original, has never infected 
your soul.” Mahoanedanism itself pronounces in favour of 
the immaculate conception, and the Arabian commentators 
of the Koran have adopted, after their own fashion, the 
opinion of the Catholic theologians supporting this doctrine. 
“ Every one of Adam’s race,” says Cottada, a from the 
very moment of his coming into the world, is marked on 
the side by Satan; we must however except Jesus and 
his Mother, for a veil was interposed by God between them 
and Satan, which preserved them from his fatal mark.” 
This chain of witnesses favouring the immaculate concep- 
tion of Maiy breaks off rather suddenly in the ninth, and 
continues so, during the tenth, eleventh and twelfth cen- 
turies. Very few authors of distinction wrote, during that 
space, in favour of that opinion, but many eminent for 
their learning and holiness wrote in support of the con- 
trary. By way of atonement, the feast of the conception 
of the Virgin was established in various kingdoms. Prom 
the time of the first Henry, King of England and Duke 
of Normandy, this feast was celebrated at Rouen, with 
extraordinary solemnity* u It was instituted,” say the old 
chroniclers, “on account of the blessed apparition presented 
to an abbe, in whom implicit reliance can be placed, who, 
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during a violent storm, had encountered the perils of a 
shipwreck.’’ An old copy of the history of the antiquities 
of Rouen adds, that “from the very time of the ipstitu- 
* tion of that festivaJ^an association was founded of the 
most illustrious persons of that city, who, even yet, on 
every year, select from among themselves the head’ of the 
confraternity, which, holding out a puy or platform to all 
orators, in every tongue, offers a valuable premium to those 
Who, in the most ornate, appropriate, and perfect style 
should celebrate the praise of the Virgin Mary, on the 
subject of the holy conception, by hymns, odes, sonnets, 
ballads, royal chants, etc.”* Thus the Virgin, full of grace 
presided at the revival of poetry, and her immaculate con- 
ception furnished with pious themes the land of minstrels. 
From Normandy the feast of the conception passed over 
the sea, and was established in that extensive kingdom, 
then Catholic, but afterwards...... 1 but then her kings 

and haughty barons had a deep reverence for Our Lady. 
At. the same period this feast was also established in 
Lyons, notwithstanding the remonstranees of St. Bernard, 
who reproached the canons of Lyons with the celebration 
of the immaculate conception, without previously consult- 
ing the apostolic See.f Renold of Homhieres, bishop of 
Paris, dying in 1288, bequeathed a considerable sum to 
establish the office of the immacnlate conception of the 

* Antiquities of the city of Rouen by N. Taillipied, doctor of 
theology. 

f “ iVtrn, si sic videbitur,” he says, “ consulenda erat prius aposto- 
licm sedis aucioritas, et non ita praedpitanter atque inconsulte paucorwn 
sequenda simplicitas imperitorum.” St. Thomas, in his “ Sumna of 
Theology,” says also that this feast has been tolerated, though not 
approved of, by the church. 
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Virgin. In 1394, Don Juan the First, king of Arragon, 
instituted, /by royal patent, the Feast of the Immaculate 
Conception in all the provinces of Spam which had not 
succumbed to the yoke of Mahomedanism; and his ordi- 
nance conveyed that the kings, his predecessors, the objects 
of Mary’s protection and favour, had previously solemnised 
that feast in a manner worthy of her. This ordinance, as 
a gpm in Mary’s crown, is too intimately connected with 
the nature of this work to allow us to omit its insertion 
here :*« — 

“We, Don Juan, by the grace of God, king of 
Arragon and of Valentia, etc. 

“ Why is it that some persons feel astonished that the 
blessed Mary, Mother of God, should have been conceived 
without original sin, whilst they entertain not the slightest 
doubt that St. John the Baptist had been sanctified in his 
mother’s womb by that same God, who, descending from 
the highest heavens, and from the throne of the most Holy 
Trinity, was made flesh in the blessed womb of a virgin? 
What favours, think we, could the Lord have refused to a 
woman who brought him forth by means of the astounding 
miracle of her fruitful virginity? , Loving his mother 
equally as himself, he must have encompassed her concep- 
tion, her nativity, and the other phases of her holy life, 
with illustrious prerogatives. 

“Why call in question the glorious conception of a 
virgin, whose extraordinary privileges and favours, which 
cannot command sufficient admiration, Catholic belief 
forces us to acknowledge? Is it not the greatest subject of 

* See the Book of the Privileges of the kingdom of Valentia, for 
the year 1394. 
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wonder to all Christians, that a creature should have given 
birth to her Creator, and that she should have become 
mother without the loss of her virginity? How can the 
human mind adequately sound the praises' of this glorious 
Virgin, whose prerogatives of divine maternity, combined 
with the lustre of stainless virginity, and her elevation above 
the prophets, and all the saints, and all the choirs of 
angels, the Omnipotent destined her the possession of, 
without the slightest corruption. To cast on her the 
imputation of original sin, on her, to whom the angel' 
commissioned by heaven, addresses these words: — “ Hail 
Mary , full of grace; the Lord is with thee ; hlessed art 
thou amongst women*” it must follow, that at the first 
instant of her conception she stood in need of some special 
grace and favour. Let those who speak so improperly, 
then, be silent ; let those who have only vain and frivolous 
objections to propose against the immaculate conception, 
so privileged and pure, of the Blessed Virgin, feel a 
blush of shame at giving them publicity, because it Was 
only meet that she should be endowed with purity so spot- 
less, as to be inferior only to the purity of God himself. 
It is only meet that she who had brought forth a son, the 
creator and father of all things, should have been ever, 
and should be now, most pure, most lovely, most perfect, * 
having, by a divine decree, been chosen before all ages, to 
bear in her womb, Him, whom the whole world and the 
highest heavens cannot contain. 

“ But we, who among all Catholic kings, without any 
merit on our parts, have received so many graces and 
favours from this mother of mercies, we firmly believe that 
the conception of this Blessed Virgin, in whose womb the 
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Son of God deigned to become man, has been entirely 
holy and spotless. 

“ Thus, with a pure heart we will honour the mystery 
of the immaculate and glorious conception of the most 
holy Virgin, Mother of God, and we, and all those of our 
royal household, shall, every year celebrate its festival 
with solemnity, in the same manner that our illustrious 
predecessors, of glorious memory, have celebrated it, hav- 
ing established, in honour of it, a perpetual association. 
It is for this purpose we ordain that this festival of the 
Immaculate Conception shall be celebrated with all possi- 
ble solemnity and respect every year in perpetuity, in all 
kingdoms subject to our obedience, by all the faithful, 
whether religious or secular, by all priests and all other 
persons, whatever may be their condition and state; and 
that from henceforward we strictly prohibit all preachers, 
and all those who deliver public lectures on the Gospel, 
from saying, publishing, and advancing anything which 
in any manner may act prejudicially to, or derogate from, 
the purity and sanctity of this . glorious conception ; 
but, on the contrary, we ordain that preachers and all 
others who might have formed opposite opinions should 
maintain strict silence, as the Catholic faith requires not 
that the contrary opinion should be either supported or 
professed, and that such as hold in their hearts our pious 
and salutary opinion, should, by discourse, make it known, 
and earnestly show forth their devotion, in celebrating by 
the praises of the Most High, the glory and honour of the 
Messed Mother, who is the queen of heaven, the gate of 
paradise, the help of Christians, the assured port of salva- 
tion, and the anchor of the hope of sinners who place their 
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trust in her. By the tenor of these present we expressly 
ordain in perpetuity, that if henceforward, any preacher or 
any other person among our subjects, of whatever rank or 
condition he may be, who should not faithfully observe 
this general ordinance, shall be expelled from their con- 
vents and houses; and that so long as they maintain this 
adverse opinion, they shall, as our enemies, remain without 
the bounds of our kingdoms. So willing and ordaining, with 
full knowledge and mature deliberation, under pain of incur* 
ring our displeasure and anger, all and every one of our 
servants who are or who will be on this or the other side 
of the sea, to observe and cause to be observed with the 
greatest diligence and respect our present edict, as soon as 
it shall be made known to them, and that each, in his 
district, shall, in the usual places, publish it solemnly and 
with sound of trumpet, so that no person can shew cause of 
ignorance, and that the devotion of the Immaculate Con* 
ception of the most Blessed Virgin, which the faithful have 
long preserved in their hearts, may be increased more and 
more, and that we may no longer hear certain persons of 
the opposite opinion giving expression to their sentiments. 
In faith whereof we ordain that these presents be des- 
patched, authorised by our seal attacbed. 

“ Given at Valentia, on the second of Februaiy, the 
day on which is celebrated the festival of the Purification 
of the most Blessed Virgin, the year of our Lord, 1384, 
and the eighth of our reign.” 

The doctrine of the immaculate conception had been 
banished from the chairs and schools for a very long space 
of time, when many religious* orders, but particularly the 

* Montfaucon, who traveled through Italy about the year 1698, 
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order of St. Francis, who devoted itself, body and sonl, to 
that doctrine, undertook its revival. The Franciscans, 
who first publicly professed it, both by word and writing, 
maintained it by arguments so strong and convincing, that 
not only the great mass of the faithful, but the most 
learned bodies in Europe, enthusiastically adhered to it. 
The doctors of the Sorbonne, in their assembly in the 
month of February, 1576, declared that they considered 
the question of the immaculate conception of the Virgin, 
as a point of faith (de fide). In another decree these same 
doctors, following, they said, in the footsteps of their 
ancestors ( majorum nostrorum vestigia sequentes) bound 
themselves by oath to maintain that opinion. The law 
with regard to this is precise: “We resolve and declare 
that no person shall be admitted for the future into our 
faculty unless he binds himself by oath, as we have done, 
to support, during his life, the doctrine of the immaculate 
conception.” “ Statuentes ut nemo deinc&ps huic nostro 
coUegio adscribatur , nisi se hujus doctrines assertorem sem- 
per pro ' viribus futuram simiU juramento profiteatur.” So 
acted in like manner the universities of Mayence, Cologne, 
Valentia, Alcala, Coimbra, Salamanca, and Naples. The 
Franciscans, on their parts, commenced to celebrate this 
feast under the name of the pure and immaculate concep- 
tion , and to commemorate, in the office of the day, the 

having visited, at Pavia, the library of Beleridus, so renowned for 
his piety,- was greatly surprised at observing that the immense collec- 
tion of books solely consisted of ttaktises written by the Franciscans, 
in defence of the immaculate conception. An engraving placed in 
the front of one of these books, which was written by Fra. Alva, repre- 
sented the holy Virgin seated on the clouds ; over her was a circle 
flanked with towers, and in every tower a Franciscan who combated 
against the impugners of the immaculate conception. 
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special grace which preserved Mary from the stain of 
original sin. And the holy See not only tolerated this 
festival, but favoured it in an illustrious manner by grant- 
ing to it the same privileges and indulgences which had 
been granted to the feast of the holy Sacrament. In 1618 
the viceroy of Naples, together with his court and army, 
registered a vow in the church of Notre Dame la Grande, 
to believe and defend the immaculate conception. In 
1624, the order of the knights of the duke of Nivers was 
confirmed at Rome under the title of the knights of the 
immaculate conception of the glorious Virgin, immaculatcs 
conceptionis gloriosce Virginia . The councils have favoured 
this opinion. The council of Basle, in the session of the 
2 1st of September, 1429, thus speaks: “There has been 
raised in this holy council a difficult question on the con- 
ception of the glorious Virgin Mary, mother of God, and 
on the beginning of justification; some say that her soul, 
during some time, or at least during some moments, had 
been subject indeed to original sin; others support, on the 
contrary, that God’s love for her extended even to the 
first instant of her creation; that the Most High, who 
had formed her himself, and that the Son, who had chosen 
her for his mother on earth, endowed her with singular 
and extraordinary graces; that Jesus Christ had redeemed 
her in a supergminent and particular manner, by preserv- 
ing her from the stain of original sin, and sanctifying her 
from the first instant of her conception. 

“Having then carefully examined the arguments and 
authorities, which for many years have been advanced on 
both sides, in the public acts of this council ; having be- 
sides paid due attention to many other things on the same 
subject; every thing maturely weighed and considered, we 
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decide and declare that the doctrine which teaches that 
the glorious Virgin Mary, mother of God, by a peculiar 
privilege and a preventing and operating grace, had never 
been contaminated by the stain of original sin, but that 
she had always been holy, immaculate and exempt from 
both original and actual sin; we declare that the doctrine 
which teaches all this is a pious doctrine, conformable to 
ecclesiastical worship, to Catholic faith, to right reason and 
to holy scripture, and that as such it ought to be so ap- 
proved, maintained and followed by all Catholics, as that no 
person for the future should be allowed to preach or teach 
the contrary. Reviving, besides, the institution of the 
festival of the blessed conception, which, by an old and 
laudable custom, was celebrated on the eighth day of 
December, both at Rome as well as in other churches; it is 
our will and command that this feast be celebrated on the 
same day, under the name of the Conception of the 
Virgin,* in all the churches, monasteries and communities 
of the Catholic religion, and that canticles of joy and 
thanksgiving be sung in honour of it.” 

The council grants even indulgences to this solemnity. 
The fathers of the Council of Trent have formally de^ 
dared, that when framing their decree on original sin, 
they had no intention of including the immaculate and 
blessed mother of God.* Two parties spyng up in the 
church on this nice and critical question. Both* sides 
could boast of, among their ranks, celebrated doctors 
and learned theologians. Some thought to support the 
purity of the doctrine of the church, to the prejudice 

* “ Declarat haec sancta synodus non esse intentionis suae compre- 
hendere in hoc dicreto ubi de preccato originali agitur, beatara et 
imxaculatam Dei genitricem.” 
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of which, it is easy to fall into indiscretion, mpere 
plus quam oportet ; others wished to defend, at all 
hazards, the glorious prerogatives of the mother of God. 
The court of Rome allowed, at first, a free arena to 
these theological disputations ; in her sovereign and 
reflecting wisdom, she maturely weighed the arguments 
advanced on both sides. In carefully examining the opi- 
nions of the fathers and ancient doctors, she found a great 
number of probabilities in favour of the so much disputed 
prerogative of the Blessed Virgin brilliantly reflected from 
apostolical tradition. From that time her sympathy was 
accorded to the defenders of the immaculate * conception. 
Pope Sixtus IV. confirmed this festival, and Pope Paul 
the V. and Gregory the XV., prohibited not only public 
theses, but private discourses and secret conversations 
against the mystery of the spotless conception. But 
Rome, with that prudence by which all her acts are 
characterized, felt unwilling to stigmatize the contrary 
opinion, through respect for the holy and illustrious names 
which supported it. She has never allowed that such an 
opinion should be censured as heretical, rash, scanda- 
lous or even erroneous. She could prescribe as an article 
of faith, the belief in the immaculate conception of the 
Virgin; but she rests satisfied with insinuating it, fully 
aware that the piety of the faithful required not a formal 
decision to render to the mother of mercies, to the con- 
solatrix of sinners, to her whom the church styles our 
mediatrix with Jesus Christ, every honour which comports 
with her dignity. A voice to whose weight too much 
importance cannot be attached, the great voice of Bossuet, 
is raised in this question ; the buckler of religion is 
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gloriously placed in front of the blessed Virgin. “ There 
is in the opinion of the immaculate conception, a certain 
innate force which brings - conviction to devout souls. 
After articles of faith I see nothing more certain. It is 
for this reason, that I feel no surprise that the school of 
the Parisian theologians obliges all her children to defend 
this doctrine. As for me, I feel joy and satisfaction in 
following, at this time, her intentions. After having been 
nourished with her milk, I willingly submit myself to her 
ordinances, and particularly so, as such ordinances Sfeem 
to me, to be in accordance with the wishes of the church. 
The sentiments of the church redound to the honour 
of the conception of Mary. She does not oblige us to 
believe her immaculate ; but she gives us to understand, 
that this belief is pleasing to her. There are things which, 
she commands, wherein w q make known our obedience; 
there are other things which she only insinuates, wherein 
we can show our affection. Our piety requires if we be 
true children of the church, not only to obey the com- 
mands, but even to bend to the slightest indications of 
the will of a mother so beneficent and holyi”* Since the 
eagle of Meaux gave expression to these fine sentiments, 
this devotion has daily gained ground. In Spain, where an 
association of the immaculate conception was established 
in 1606 by Cardinal Zimenes, the festival perpetuating 
the memory of this glorious prerogative of Mary, is cele- 
brated with the greatest solemnity. There is scarcely a 
sermon preached there, which does not commence in these 
words: “Sea alabado el sanctissimo sacramento de el altar 
y la immaculada conception de la Virgen Maria , Neustra 

* Sermon on the Conception. 

i 
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Senora , concevida sin peccado original en d primero 
instantephysico y real de su animacion. — Amen /” “ Praise 
be to the most holy Sacrament of the altar and to the 
immaculate conception of the Virgin Mary, our Lady, con- 
ceived without original sin at the first physical and real 
instant of her life. — Amenl” And this doctrine has not? 
only been received for many centuries by the Spanish 
church, but the country of Ferdinand and Isabella has so 
adopted it, that the profession of faith in the immaculate 
conception, is the ordinary way in which the people greet 
each other.* This doctrine is held in the highest esteem 
through all Italy, and France as highly respects it. “ It is 
a fact, of which we are desirous to give undeniable proofs,” 
says the Archbishop of Paris, “ and we sincerely wish that 
it should be made known even in the most remote parts of 
the Catholic world. In our cfiocess this devotion has 
gradually cast its roots deeper and deeper, and disasters 
and calamities, so far from weakening it, have only 
strengthened, increased and extended it with wonderful 
progress.” The devotion of immaculate conception is now, 
after the many violent storms with which it had to con- 
tend, indigenous to the soil of France. Assuredly we 
cannot for a moment doubt that He who saved the angels 
of heaven, from the fall of their rebellious fellow spirits, 
had preserved the queen of angels from the common fall 
of man, and that God said to Mary, as Assuerus said to 
Esther: “This law regarding the whole world, was not 
intended for you.” 

* Entering a house in Spain the first words which visitors pro- 
nounce, before wishing good day, are these, “ Ave purissima the 
owners of the house immediately answer, “ Sin pecato concebida 
sanctissima.” 



Digitized by L.ooQle 



CHAPTER JII. 



THE BIETH OF MABY. 

4t 

Towards the decline of the religion and temporal concerns 
of the Hebrews, at the time marked out by the prophets, 
when the royal sceptre was wielded by the hands of a 
foreigner, as the prophet Jacob had long since foretold, 
there lived in Nazareth, a town of lower Galilee, and not 
far distant from Mount Carmel, a just man, named Joachim,* 
of the tribe of Juda, and of the race of David by Nathan. 
His wife, who, according to St. Augustine, was descended 
from the tribe of Levi, f was called Anna, a name in He- 
brew, signifying gracious .$ They were both just before 
Jehovah, and walked with an upright heart, the way of 
his commandments ;§ but the Lord seemed to have averted 

* A writer of the Life of Mary, (Christopher of Castro, Jesuit of 
Scagna,) with the rabbins, St Hilary and other holy fathers, on inquiry 
discovered that the father of Mary had the two names, Heli and 
Joachim. The Arabians and the Mussulmen recognised him under 
the name of Amram, son of Mathan, and drew a distinction between 
him and another Amram, father of Mary, the sister of Moses.-*— 
BHerbelot, Bibliotheque Orientals, tome 2, 

f St Augustine on the U rumimity of the Evangelists. 

J The Mahomedans, inheritors of the Arabic traditions, recognised 
the blessed mother of the holy Virgin under her own name, Hannah. 
According to them she was daughter of Nakor, and wife of Amram. — 
JD'Herbelot Bibliotheque Orientate, tome 2. 

§ St Anne and St Joachim were publicly honoured by the church 
from the earliest ages. St. John Damascene passes a grand eulogium 
on their virtue. The Emperor Justinian L, about the year 550, 
erected a church at Constantinople, under the invocation of St Anne. 
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from them the light of his countenance, for one great 
blessing was wanting to render their lives happy — they 
were without children — to them a saddening and dejecting 
thought, as in Israel sterility was the brand of shame. 
Joachim, who entertained a strong affection for his wife, 
as well for her sweetness of disposition as for her other 
eminent virtues, was unwilling ’to add to her unhappiness, 
by giving her letters of divorce which then the law freely 
granted.* He closely guards her; and these holy spouses, 
with humble resignation to the decrees of heaven, passed 
their days in labour, prayer, and acts of charity. Such 
eminent virtue must, assuredly, meet with its recompense. 
After twenty years of sterility, Anne miraculously con- 
ceived and brought forth that blessed creature, who, of 
all the elect, was the most perfect, holy, and pleasing in 
*the eyes of the Lord. In the beginning of the month 
Tisri,f the first of the Jewish civil year, and whilst the 
incense of holocausts was rising to heaven for the expiation 

The body of the saint was brought, it is said, from Palestine to Con- 
stantinople, in the year 710. (See Godescard, t. v. p. 319.) 
Luther, previous to his fall, had a great devotion towards St. Anne. 
To this saint it was that he vowed to embrace the monastic state, 
after seeing one of his companions fall before his eyes, struck by 
lightning. 

* The Pharisees introduced this abuse of the law of divorce, so 
mo£h stigmatized by our Lord. Their doctrine was, that a wife 
could be divorced for the most trivial cause — as for example, for 
having overdone the meat of her landlord , or simply for not being 
pretty enough. This was the sentiment of the celebrated Doctor 
HilleL ' 

f The eighth of September. Baronius is of opinion that Mary was 
bom in the year of Rome, 733 — twenty-one years before the vulgar 
era, on the 8th of September, at day-break, on Saturday. The Nain 
of Tillemont tells us that the Virgin was bom in the year 734. This 
opinion is generally followed. 

E 
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of ike sins of the people, that predestined Virgin was born, 
who was to wash oaf the primal transgression in the blood 
of Christ.* Her birth, like that of her divine Son, was 
unattended by any outward show. Her parents, though 
descended from a long line of kings, were of the people, 
and apparently led a retired and obscure life. This mys- 
terious rose, which in later times St. John beheld clothed 
with the sun, as with radiant drapery, was to blow on a 
poor and naked stalk before the parching blast of adver- 
sity.! The cradle, unlike that of the Hebrew princes, had 
no gilded trappings to enhance it; it was redolent neither 
of the perfume of spikenards, nor that of myrrh, or aloes: 
of flexible sapplings it was woven, and the little arms that 
t yere at a future day to lull to sleep the Saviour of the 
world, were now compressed by coarse linen bandages. 
The infants of royalty, whilst ye! enveloped in their purple , 
swaddling, clothes, see homage paid them by persons of the 
greatest rank and distinction in the state, who even then 
call them, “your highnessl” . The child, who was to 
become the spouse and mother of God, familiarized her 
first smile with poor unknown women of obscure descent, 

* Let us see what the Turks lieach, in reference to the birth of the 
Blessed Virgin. The spouse of Atnram (Joachim) said to God, when 
she had given the light to her daughter : “ My Lord, I have brought 
forth a daughter, but no man will be comparable to her. I have given 
her the name of Miriam, (Mary), I recommend her and her future race 
to you, to oppose Satan, who has been stoned.” — Surate , iii. b. 36. 

f Isaias had foretold him in these words — “ A branch will shoot up 
from the stock of Jesse* But the word trunk or stock in Hebrew, 
means, as St Jerome remarks, (Isaias, chap, ii.) a trunk without 
branches or leaves — denoting, as the holy doctor further remarks, 
that the august Mary was to be bom of the race of David, when that 
family would have lost all its former splendour, and would be nigh 
extinct 
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who reflecting, perhaps, on the lot of the lowly born, and 
the disregard and contempt in which' they were generally 
held, were saying in tones of sadness, one slave more! 
But the holy mother of the Virgin, appreciating the value 
of the rich gift bestowed on her by heaven, revealed to her, 
it is thought, by an angel, profoundly gave thanks to the 
Lord, and breaks forth into a canticle of thanksgiving and 
praise — still preserved by tradition — which pourtrays the 
excessive maternal joy of her heart: Cantabo laudem 
Domino meo, quia visitavit me et abstulit a me opprobrium 
inimdcorum meorum .* j Et dedit mihi fructum justitiee mid- 
tiplicem in conspectu tuo . Quis annuntiabit FiliiS Ruben 

quod Anna lactet! Audits audite, duodecim tribus Israel , 
quia Anna laetat! 

“ Oh! excellent gift,” cries out St. John Damascene*, 
overflowing with those sentiments of love and gratitude 
with which every rational creature should be animated at 
the thought of the birth of Mary. “ Oh! inexpressible 
gift! Ohl the incomparable munificence of our God! AH 
nature cries out in transports of joy at the birth of Mary. 
Oh! how all men should rejoice in the hope of being deli- 
vered from corruption, and glory in that happy epoch, when 
she who had been bora without corruption or stain, was to 
bring forth the Creator of the world.’' The Church, re- 
garding the nativity of Mary as an event which, in gran- 
deur and . importance, yields only to that of the birth of 
Jesus Christ, sounds forth in every Christian temple her 
solemn accents of profound joy, on the day commemorative 
of that event. On the eighth of September, the day set apart 
to commemorate that happy event, she cries out with 
transport, “ Your nativity, 0 Virgin mother of God, has 
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filled the whole world with joy, for of you was born the 
Son of Justice, Jesus Christ, our God, who, freeing the 
whole human race from the curse under which they 
groaned, has loaded them with benefits ; and overcoming 
death, has bestowed on us eternal life.’' It was cus- 
tomary in Israel, that the child on the ninth day after 
birth, should in a family meeting receive that name by 
which it was afterwards to be known. The daughter of 
Joachim received from her father the name of Mitkm, 
(Mary) which in the Syriac tongue means lady , mistress , 
sovereign , and which in Hebrew has the signification of 
star of the sea. “ And, surely,” says St. Bernard, “ the 
mother of God could not receive a more appropriate name, 
or one which could better express her high dignity. Mary 
is, indeed, that lovely and brilliant star which shines down 
on the expansive and stormy sea of this world.” Such 
potent efficacy and such marvellous beauty does this divine 
name possess, that the bare mention of it melts the heart, 
and the mere insertion of it brightens the page. u The 
name of Mary,” says St. Anthony of Padua, “ is sweeter 
than a honeycomb to the lips, more flattering than enchant- 
ing music to the ear, and more delicious than the purest 
joy to the heart.” “ Nomen virginis Marios , met in ore, 
melos in aure, jubilum in corded Twenty-four days after 
the birth of a daughter, the Jewish mother with her first- 
born repaired to the temple, and was there solemnly puri- 
fied. In conformity with the law of Moses, she then 
offered to the Lord a lamb or a pair of turtle doyes. The 
pair of turtle doves was the offering of the poor; it was, 
too, the offering of the spouse of Joachim. But the grati- 
tude of the pious mother was not limited to the customaiy 
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sacrifice. A worthy imitator of Anna, the wife of Elcarja, 
she offered to the Lord a more unspotted victim — a more 
innocent dove than those which had fallen palpitating and 
bleeding under the priest’s knife. To suspend from the 
walls of the temple a votive crown of the purest gold was 
beyond her power, but the crown of her old age — the 
blessing of her life — she laid down at the feet of the Most 
High, and entered into a solemn engagement, that as soon 
as her daughter arrived at the years of discretion, and 
^ could distinguish good from evil, she would lead her again 
to the temple,* and there consecrate her to the service of 
the holy place. The father of Mary ratified the vow, 
which then became obligatory.! The ceremony over, 
Joachim and Anne re-enter the road of their native pro- 
vince — a province in no way remarkable for giving birth 
to illtistrious men, and the last place out of which Israel 
expected a prophet to arise} — and regained their humble 
dwelling, always open to the needy and the stranger. It 
was here that the child of benediction, the child of grace 
and favour, spent her early years — those years which were 



* See Mach., Book IV. 

f There were among the Jews two sorts of vows. The first, neder, 
was a simple vow which could be redeemed ; and such was the vow 
of Anne, mother of Mary. The second, ckerem, was strictly obliga- 
tory, binding under all circumstances ; and every thing promised by 
such a vow could not be recalled. Every Israelite could alienate by 
this sort of vow, every thing belonging to him — houses, lands, beasts, 
children, slaves, &c., and things thus vowed could never at any 
price be purchased or redeemed. 

} Can anything good come from Nazareth ? asked Nathanael of 
those who spoke to him about Christ. Nazareth was a small and 
contemptible place, says St. John Chrysostom, and not only Nazareth, 
but all Galilee . — Sermon ix. 
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so # delightful to her parents, and grew up like one of those 
lilies, of which Jesus Christ has spoken, and which possess, 
according to the poetical expression of St. Bernard, the 
odour of hope: habens odorem spei As was customary 
with the women of her country, Anne herself nursed her 
daughter.* 

The understanding of Mary, like the day in these de- 
lightful regions of the sun, had scarcely an aurora, but 
shone out full from the most tender age. Her precocious fer- 
vour, the wisdom with which her discourses were seasoned, 
and that at a period of life when other children enjoy a 
purely physical existence, afforded sufficient grounds 
to her parents to judge that the hour of separation 
had come; and when Joachim had offered for the third 
time to the Lord the firstlings of his small tenement, and 
the fruits of the little heritage of his fathers, both parents, 
grateful and resigned, set out for Jerusalem, to lay down in 
the sacred precincts of the temple, the treasure which the 
Holy One of Israel had given them. 

* In Judea, women did not consider themselves dispensed from 
nursing their own children. In the scriptures we find mention made 
of only three nurses — those of Rebecca, Miphiboseth, and Joas ; we 
must observe, moreover, that Rachel was not a native, and that the 
others were princes. 
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THE PRESENTATION. 

The waves of Cisop* were rolling on in all their pride, but 
red and angry from the violence of the equinoctial gales — . 
the green mountains of Galilee were surcharged with 
snow, when the parents of Mary undertook their journey 
to Jerusalem. The reasons which induced them to quit 
their native province during the rainy season we know not* 
It may be, that they were desirous of assisting at the 
grand solemnities of the feast of the dedication ; it may be 
that they wished to square the time of their setting out 
with the period of the service of Zachary, the high priest, 
who dwelt in Hebron or Ain, and who was called to 
perform his sacerdotal functions in the temple only, at 
regular stated intervals.! Compelled, in a most inclement 
season, with a young and tender child, to undertake a 
journey of many days, these pious and prudent wayfarers, 
in setting out for the holy city, selected not the wild and 

* The Cison is a smell river flowing between Nazareth and Mount 
Carmel, insignificant and scanty, like the other rivers of Palestine, 
in the summer ; it becomes very considerable during the rainy seasons. 
The army Of Sisara, general of the forces of Jabin, were drowned in 
this river in their endeavours to force a passage through it. 

f “ According to the regulation of David, the Jewish priests were 
divided into twenty-four classes or courses, each of which, in turn, 
served during a week in the temple of Jerusalem. Each course was 
subdivided into seven parts, each of which served in turn during that 
week, and each part of that subdivision had that portion of the service 
assigned him which fell to him by lot. Zachary was of the course or 
service of Abia*” — Prtd. Hist, of the Jeto*. 
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cavernous rout which winds through the arid plains, the 
foaming torrents, and the deep ravines of the mountains 
of Judea and Samaria. There winter reigned in all its 
severity. They descended by the embalmed declivities of 
Carmel into the fertile and sandy plain of Saron, where 
the temperature is so mild, that the orange trees, bananahs 
and date trees were then in full bloom.* On arriving at 
that side of the city, they enter Jerusalem through the 
gate of Ephraim, and after passing on through some wind- 
ing and dreary streets, lined on both sides with large, 
heavy, square built houses, without windows, and whose 
terraced roofs were but a poor imitation of citadels. They 
stopped in the oriental part of the city, before a house of 
unpretending appearance, which tradition assigns as the 
dwelling of St. Anne.f When Mary was recovered from 
the fatigues of her journey, Joachim paid a visit to his 
relatives in Jerusalem, and providing himself with a spot- 
less lamb, together with a measure of wheaten flour, as an 
offering to the Lord, J he ascended to the temple, in com- 
pany with his numerous friends dressed out in their holiday 

* Yolney beheld, along the coasts of Syria, orange trees laden 
with fruits and flowers in the month of January. “With us,” he 
says, “each month has a different season; there, almost every hour 
has a different season.” At Tripoli he was oppressed by the July 
heats, and in six hours afterwards he felt the cold temperature of 
March, on the neighbouring mountains. Again he experienced the 
severe cold of a December day among the mountains, and a short 
journey brought him to the plain where the flowers were in full 
bloom. v 

f A monastery has been erected over this house of St Anne. The 
monastery is now converted into a mosque. Under the Christian kings, 
a religious order dwelt in it — Intr. de Paris d Jerusalem , t. ii. p. 211. 

£ The solemn presentations were accompanied by a sacrifice. 
Anna, mother of Samuel, offered sacrifice when leading her son to 
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garb. In passing through the outer court, where the 
stranger must arrest his steps under pain of death,' the 
cortege grows larger by the addition of a great number of 
officers belonging to the royal household, of Pharisees, 
Scribes, and illustrious bodies, assembled together through 
some secret disposition of Providence, under the porch of 
Solomon.* Undoubtedly God willed that the happy 
Virgin, chosen by him from all eternity to be the mother 
of Christ, should appear in the house of , prayer in apparel 
suited to her high destiny. Pious authors,! associating 
the world of spirits with this earthly festival, have even 
insinuated that the invisible guardians of the temple, 
surrounding Mary on v all sides, overshadowed her with 
their white wings, cast under her feet the odoriferous 
flowers of paradise, and celebrated her coming with melo- 
dious canticles of praise. They stopped a moment on the 
marble steps of the Chd;% there the Pharisees paraded 
their tephUim ,§ and threw back over their haughty brows 
a skirt of their talid, composed of white and fine wool,|| 
and ornamented with purple grenados and violet cordons; 

Silo. Father Croiset thinks one had been in like manner offered 
at the time of the consecration of the Blessed Virgin. It was almost 
impossible that it could be otherwise. 

* “ Primaries quoque hierosolymitas viros et mulieres inter fuis&e huic 
deduction £, succinentibus imiversis angelis — (Isid. of Thess.') 

f St. Andrew of Crete, Georges of Nicomedia. 

J The Chel was a space of ten cubits between the court of the 
Gentiles and the court of women. 

§ “ The tephilim were small bits of parchment, on which four sen- 
tences of Scripture were written with a peculiar sort of ink. These 
typhxlim or phylacteries were much used at the time of Jesus Christ, 
constituting badges of distinction, which drew forth from him 
reproaches.” — Basnage, t 5, liv. 7. 

|| u A sort of cloak worn by the Jews at the temple during prayer. 
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the daring captains of Herod were enveloped in their rich 
cloaks negligently tied by golden clasps, and the daughters 
of Sion wrapped themselves more closely in the folds of 
their veils, through respect for the angels of the sanctuary .* 
The divine child and her gorgeons retinae then passed 
through the gate of bronze, which closed the sacred pre- 
cincts against the profane. In the frozen regions of the 
North large basilicas are required as a shelter from the 
injurious effects of the climate; and so we have vast 
cathedrals which are capable of containing many thou- 
sands. But in ancient Asia the temples were exclusively 
devoted to the functions of the priests: the people prayed 
without. In Israel, the holy assembly wa3 usually held in 
the court of women. The second court was so designated, 
because the Jewish women, assimilated by the old law to 
slaves, could advance no farther. Separated from their 
sons and husbands, who remained in the area of the porch 
or under the arcades of the peristyle, during the ceremonies 
of the Hebraical worship, they prayed apart in the upper 
galleries, with their heads lowly inclined towards the 
house of Jehovah, whose gorgeous roof of cedar, with its 
tapering, gilded spires, they perceived at some distance. 
The ceremony of the presentation had certainly been per- 
formed in the court of women, and not in the interior of 
the sanctuary, as some authorities have supposed. It 
opened by a sacrifice. The gate of Nicanor, turning 

Some folded it about the neck, others covered the head with it ; and 
this latter custom was the one more generally observed.'’ — Homage, 
U 6, liv. 7. 

* “ Ideo debet mulier potestatem habere supra caput propter ange- 
los.” — Ep. of St. Paul to % Corinth, chap. 11, v. 10. 
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noiselessly on its brazen hinges, to allow the victim to 
pass on, opened in perspective a view of the temple of 
Zorobabel, with its votive crowns, its golden plated doors, 
and its walls of huge and polished stones, on which the 
hand of time had traced that tinged filemot which charac- 
terizes the ancient buildings of the Levant. Grandeur and 
magnificence distinctively marked every part of the house 
of Jehovah; and yet, it had fallen off much in splendour 
and holiness! There was something indescribably wanting 
and incomplete in its imposing ceremonies ; its priests were 
not the anointed of the Lord; the vessels of the temple 
were unconsecrated, the ark had disappeared, and with it 
the Schekina ; the stones of the rational, that brilliant and 
latest oracle in which God made known his will to the 
Aaronides, had lost their prophetic lustre, and no longer 
predicted either defeat or victory.* But a day that was 
to shed lustre on the holy house seemed about to arise, 
and already the East was giving indications of the light. 
The priests and the Levites, assembled in the outer court, 
received from the hands of Joachim the victim of pros- 
perity^ These ministers of the living God had not their 
brows bound with laurel or green smallage, like the 
priests of idols. A sort of mitre, with a coarse linen band, 

* “ God made use of the precious stones which the high priest 
carried on the rational , for the purpose of presaging victory; for 
before Encamping a flash of light issued from it, by which the people 
were given to understand that the Sovereign Majesty was present, 
and prepared to aid them. But since I have commenced writing two 
centuries have elapsed, and during that space of time the rational 
never emitted that light.” — Josephus' Ant. of the Jews , h. 3, c. 8. 

f Whenever a favour was demanded of God, or thanksgiving 
returned for one, that was called a sacrifice of prosperity. 
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a tonic of linen, long, white, and without folds, tied round 
by a long embroidered cincture of golden and purple dye, 
composed the sacerdotal costume, and which was worn 
only in the temple. After having thrown over his left 
shoulder the flowing ends of his cincture, one of the 
Chananeans* took the lamb, and turning its head towards 
the north, struck the sacred knife into its throat, “ pro- 
nouncing at the same time a short invocation to the God 
of Jacob. The blood, which flowed into a brazen vessel, 
was deposited in a reservoir, for the purpose of sprinkling 
the corners of the altar.f That over, the priest spread 
out on a large golden plate the bowels, kidneys, liver and 
fat of the victim, which the different Levites presented in 
turn, after having carefully washed them in the fountain 
square. On the oblation he placed incense and salt; then 
ascending with naked feet the gently inclined steps which 
led to the table of the altar of holocausts, he poured out 
libations of wine and blood4 cast into the glowing flame, 
fanned into life by no human breath, § a little wheaten 
flour, diluted in a golden cup, with oil of the purest olives, 

* “The ordinary sacrificing priest” — Josephus. 

f “ At the four corners of the altar of holocausts, where the priests 
remained when they were offering sacrifice, there were four small 
pillars, a cubit each in height These pillars were hollow, and 
received a portion of the blood of the victims. These were the 
corners of the altar, of which mention is made so frequently in 
Scripture.” — Prideaux, Hist, of the Jews . 

{ Each sacrifice required the employment of a great number of 
priests and Levites. Basnage assures us that the mere sacrifice of a 
lamb required the presence of eighteen priests. 

§ “ The Jews neither used the mouth, or bellows of any description, 
to light the fire of the altar. They excited the flame by pouring oil 
on glowing coals.” — Prideaux. 
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and then laid the peace offering on the glowing piles 
furnished by the extensive woods of Sichem,* which the 
inferior officers of the temple had carefully sought out and 
stripped of their bark.f The remaining portion of the 
sacrifice, with the exception of the breast and right shoul- 
der, which belonged to the priests, was returned to the 
husband of St Anne, who, conformably to the custom of 
his country, divided it in small portions among his near 
relatives. The last sound of the*sacerddtal trumpets was 
dying away along the porticos, the sacrifice was still 
burning on the brazen altar, when a priest descended into 
the court of women, to terminate the ceremctoy. Anne, 
followed by Joachim, and bearing Mary in her arms, 
advanced, her head covered, towards the minister of the 
Most High, and if we are to believe an Arabic tradition 
inserted by Mahomet himself in the Koran, she presented 
him the youthful servant of the Lord, pronouncing at the 
same time in subdued moving accents, these touching 
words: “I am come to offer you the present which God 
has given me.”J The priest in the name of Him who renders 
fruitful the womb of mothers, received the precious deposit, 
which gratitude confided to him, and gave his benediction 

* “ Wood was carried from the territory of Napoli, for the sacrifice 
of the temple. The country of Sichem is to this day a woody coun- 
try.” — Corresp. of the East, t. 4, p. 166. 

f Prideaux’s History of the Jews. 

% “According to a Mahomedan tradition, when St. Anne had 
brought into the world the Blessed Virgin, she presented her to the 
priests, saying at the same time, as is seen in the Koran, dkouncon 
hadih alnedhirat; that is, here is the offering which I present you 
with. Hossain Vaez makes an addition to these words in his Per- 
sian paraphrase, hihez am, kkodai , meaning, for it is a gift which God 
has bestowed on me, or rather more literally, for it is from this gift 
that God is to come.” — D'Herbelot , Bibliotheque Orientate, t. 2, 620. 
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to Anne and Joachim, as Heli the high priest had done 
before, nnder similar circumstances, to Elcana and his 
happy wife. Then extending his hands over those assem- 
bled, who bent down to receive the pontifical benediction:* 
u O Israel,” he says, “that the Eternal may direct his 
light towards you; that he may grant you prosperity and 
peace in all things!” A canticle of joy and thanksgiving 
with a melodious accompaniment of the sacerdotal harps, 
ended the presentation of the Blessed Virgin. Such was 
the ceremony which had taken place, in the latter days of 
November, in the holy temple of Sion. Those who looked 
no farther than to outward appearances, beheld only a 
youthful child incomparably beautiful and remarkably 
fervent, consecrated by her mother to God, who had 
bestowed her in recompense of that mother’s fastings and 
tears; but the angels of heaven, who were hoveling over 
the sanctuary, recognised in this delicate and amiable 
creature* the Virgin of Isaias — the spouse whose mystical 
hymn Solomon had chanted — the heavenly Eve, who came 
to blot out the transgression which the sinner Eve could 
not wash out with her tears j* — the adopted and cherished 
daughter* of God the Almighty — she whom Adam had 
formerly contemplated from the sublime heights of para- 

* “ Whilst the pontiff was giving his benediction, the people were 
qbliged to place their hands on their eyes and to conceal their faces, 
for they were prohibited from looking at the hands of the priest. 
"The Jews imagined that God was behind the high priest, and looked 
through him with extended hands ; they durst not raise their eyes 
towards him, for no person can see God and live." — Basnage, liv. 7, 
ch. 15. 

j* To furnish us with some idea of the repentance of Eve after 
her transgression, the rabbins say, that the lake Tiberiades was sup- 
plied by her tears. 



* 



Digitized by Google 




THE PRESENTATION. 63 

dise, as the only plank of salvation which remained to 
rescue him from shipwreck. 

Filled with, joy at seeing the aurora of the world’s 
redemption glittering at last, the angelical choirs respect- 
fully hailed this young plant, sprung from the root of 
Jesse, which was to grow at the foot of the altar of the 
Most High, as the olive tree of peace and of the renewed 
alliance. What was then passing in the soul of Mary, in 
that soul lovingly blowing under the breathing of the 
Holy Ghost, where unalterable peace reigned, and pure 
love and light dwelt? By what holy bonds was she 
united to Him by whom she was preferred to the virgins 
and queens of so many nations? That is a secret between 
herself and God; but there is every reason to suppose 
that never was there an offering so favourably received; 
and St. Evodius of Antioch, St. Epiphanius of Salamis, 
St. Andrew of Crete, and numerous other Latin fathers, 
are unanimous in their belief that the consecration of the 
Virgin was the most pleasing act of religion that man had 
until then paid to God. We know not the priest by 
whom the holy Virgin was received among the daughters 
of the Lord. St Germanus, patriarch of Constantinople, 
and Georges of Nicomedia, think that he was the father of 
St. John the Baptist. The ties of kindred by which 
Zachary was united to the family of Joachim, the high 
rank which he then held, in the priesthood,* and the tender 
affection entertained by Mary for him and St. Elizabeth, 
stamp this opinion with a very high degree of probability. 

* “ The Jews believed that St. John the Baptist was greater than 
Jesus Christ, as he was the son of a high priest." — St. John Chrysos- 
tom, Sermon 12. 
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Be this as it may, the blessed daughter of Joachim was 
solemnly admitted among the almas, or young virgins, who 
were brought up, remote from every eye, under the sacred 
shadow of the altar. That Mary had spent the earlier 
and most delightful years of her life in the temple, is 
proved by apostolical tradition, the writings of the fathers, 
and the opinion of the church, which ordinarily gives not 
its sanction to doubtful facts* Nevertheless some heretics 
have treated this circumstance as altogether fabulous, and 
even Catholic writers themselves have considered this 
passage in her life as obscure and concealed under the veil 
of time long past, on which it is very difficult to throw 
light. The denial of heretics can be easily accounted for, 
but the extreme prudence of Catholic writers appears 
rather strange, for if ever Christian tradition had the 
impress of authenticity, it is this assuredly. St Evodius, 
who first made mention, in an epistle entitled Lumen, 
which Nicephorus has handed down to us, of this parti- 
cular and glorious passage in the infancy of the Blessed 
Virgin, flourished at the time of the apostles and the 
mother of God. He was bishop of Antioch, a city of 
Syria, into which flowed both Jews and Christians; and 
the temple, in which the new converts followed, with deep 
reverence, the traces of the Son of God and his divine 
mother, was yet standing in all its glory. This tradition 
which flowed from the church of Jerusalem, a church 
which was composed, without taking into account the 
disciples of Jesus Christ, of a great number of the rela- 

* The church has instituted in honour of the presentation of the 
Blessed Virgin, a festival which is celebrated on the 21st of No- 
vember. 
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tives of the Virgin and St. Joseph, was consecrated at a 
very opportune time by a religious monument, proving 
the fact to demonstration in the eyes of even Protestants 
themselves.* The greater number of the fathers, f and in 
particular St. Jerome, who lived on the very site of man’s 
redemption, and at a time when the traditions were of 
recent date, have related the fact and adhered to it as 
true. This traditional belief we can then rank among the 
best ascertained historical facts. 

* Gibbon himself was forced to acknowledge the authenticity of 
religious traditions in Palestine. “ The Christians fixed,” he says, “ by 
an undoubted tradition, the scene of each memorable event.”--— Yol. 4, 
p. 101. An avowal, indeed, of great weight, coming, as it does, from 
a writer so learned as the English historian, and from one so hostile 
to religion. Chateaubriand says, “ if anything in this world can be 
proved to demonstration, the Christian traditions at Jerusalem admit 
of no doubt as to their veracity.” 

f St Epiphanius, St Gregory of Nyssa, St Gregory of Na- 
zianzen, St. Germanus, patriarch of Constantinople, Georges of 
Nicomedia, St John Damascene, &c. 
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‘ CHAPTER V. 

MARY AT THE TEMPLE. - 

In the fortified enclosure of the temple, on the site where 
the Christians of Jerusalem erected an oratory, which 
afterwards was enlarged by the companions in arms of 
Godefroy, so as to form, under the invocation of the 
Blessed Virgin, a beautiful church with a gilded* cupola, 
which the knights templar, with feelings of joy and delight, 
so frequently ornamented with the spoils of the Saracens, 
in that inclosure was raised that part of the religious 
edifice which was consecrated to the virgins devoted to the 
Lord. Here it was that Zachary conducted his youthful 
relative, f Although, in Israel, virginity was considered a 

* The mosque of Omar (el Aksa) brings to the'minds of Christians, 
the ancient tetnple of Solomon : el sakhra is built on the ate where 
Mary lived from the age of three years to the time of her espousals 
with Joseph. This spot was, at that time, connected with the temple 
of Solomon, as at this day, el sakhra is an appendage qf the 
mosque of Omar. Before the crusades, el sakhra was only a chapel— 
the Franks* enlarged it so as to form a spacious church surmounted by 
a gilded cupola. When the victorious Mahometans hurled down the 
great cross which glittered on the cupola of the sakhra , the exulting 
tones of the Mussulmen and the piteous cries of the Christians were 
so vehement and loud, that, as an Arabian anther observes, it ap- 
peared as if the world was about to be dissolved.— Corn* cT Orient., 
t. 5. According to Ben Schonah, the tumult excited in the city was 
so great, that to appease it, the interference of Saladin himself was 
required. 

f St Germanus affirms that it was S. Zachary who undertook to 
place the Virgin in the temple. The Arabic traditions also mention 
that God charged Zachary with the protection ^of the V irgin, 
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* virtue only for a certain limited time, and which should soon 
give place to conjugal virtue, it was not, however, with- 
out its peculiar prerogatives and honours. Jehovah loved 
the prayers of chaste children and unspotted virgins, and 
when he was ^about to ( redeem the human race, a virgin, 
and not a queen, . did he select to co-operate in the great 
work. Thus, when the seers of Judea unfolded to the 
chosen, but often chastised people, the prophetic picture 
of their defeats or victories, they always attached to it a 
smiling or^ weeping virgin who might personify the pro- 
vinces and cities. In the exterminating wars in which 
the broad sword of the Hebrews had cut down the women, 
children, and the old men of Moab, the virgins were 
spared, and the high priest, who was prohibited by a 
severe law, from rendering the funeral services to the 
friend, the beloved of his soul , and even to the prince of his 
people, could, without the slightest censure, assist at the 
funeral of his virgin sister. The virgins or almas figured 
in the ceremonies of the Hebraical worship, before that 
Wcfebip possessed a temple. Under the guidance of Mary, 
sifter of Moses, we se§ them celebrating by dances and 

Ouacafulha Zaeliaria. The Koran, in the surate, which treats of 
the family of Amram, in addition to thft circumstance, makes men- 
tion of an extraordinary legend current among the Christian 
tribes of the desert. The legend goes, that Zachary, who went 
from time to time to visit his young protegee, invariably found with 
her a profusion of the most delicious fruits of the Holy Land, and 
that at a time when their season was long past. This extraordinary 
circumstance at length compelled him to ask, by what means she 
procured these delicious fruits. Mary made answer. tl Hou men 
and Allah tarzee man iascha begair hissa. n Every thing which you 
see comes from God, who provides for those he pleases, without 
account or number.— D'Herbelot, Bibliotheque Orient ^ t. 2, Art. 
Miriam. 
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canticles of triumph, the passage of the lied Sea.* These 
dancing bands of young girls, transplanted from Egypt to 
the desert, survived a long time among the Hebrews. 
The virgins of Silo, who seemed from the time of the 
Judges, to have been more particularly consecrated to the 
service of Adonai than the other daughters of Israel, 
danced to the music of canticles and to the sound of 
harps, a short distance from the holy place during a feast 
of the Lord, when they were carried off by the Benja- 
mites. This serious event was no check to that custom, 
which ceased not until that disastrous epoch when the 
ark was taken away, and the first temple was destroyed. It 
is probable that all the almas had the privilege of being 
numbered among these sacred choirs, provided their repu- 
tation had not in any way been tarnished. But among 
them a select number was distinguished from the others 
who surrounded the altar with more fervpur and persever- 
ance. Whilst the ark of the Lord was still encamped 
under tents, the women who watched and prayed at the 
door of the tabernacle offered to God the bronze mirrors 
which they had brought with them from Egypt. These 
were assuredly pious widows who had declined entering 
into any new engagements in order that they should be 
unceasingly employed about the things of heaven, and 
also almas , devoted by their parents to the service of the 
sanctuary and placed under the protection of these holy 
.women. In this light St. Jerome explains that passage of 
Exodus. As the vow of parents was ordinarily redeem- 

* “ Mary and her youthful companions (the almas,) at the passage 
of the Red Sea sung canticles of thanksgiving with an accompani- 
ment on the timbrel.” — R. Sal. Yarhhi. 
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able, and as the redemption, fixed at a moderate sum,* was 
always paid at the end of a few years, f these temporary 
vows were called a lending to the Lord.% I have lended 
to the Lord, said Anna, when conducting little Samuel to 
Silo ; Idcirco et ego commodavi eum Domino . After the 

return from captivity, the influence of the Persians, by 
whom the women were expelled from these religious 
solemnities^ seriously affected the institution bf the almas . 
They no longer formed a distinct body in the state, nor a 
conspicuous figure in the ceremonies of worship. Under 
the pontiff kings they lived shut up, and their days flowed 
on in such close retreat, that when they ran in confusion 
and disorder about the high priest Onias, at the moment 
when all Jerusalem stood confounded at the attempted 
sacrilege of Heliodorus, the Jewish historians considered 
the fact so strange and marvellous, that they inserted it 
in their annals. Let what may be said, there had been at 

* Moses, by an express law, had fixed on a sum of fifty sicles at 
most. 

f “ Children under this sort of bondage forfeited not their rights 
to their paternal inheritance, and could purchase their freedom if 
their parents neglected doing so.” — L'Abbe GuSnee. Josephus 
(Ant. book 4,) remarks that men and women, who, after having vo- 
luntarily consecrated themselves to the ministry, were desirous of 
relaxing their vows, paid a certain sum to the sacrificing priests, and 
thp,t those who were insolvent were left to the discretion of the priest 

J See Father Croiset. 

§ “ In Bombay, the descendants of the Persians have a temple 
consecrated to fire worship. They assemble together in great num- 
bers on the exterior of the temple, clothed in glittering costume and 
covered with party-coloured turbans, and salute the rising sun, or 
offer their acts of adoration to his departing rays, by prostrating 
themselves before him. Their wives are not then seen, that being 
the particular time for going to fetch water from the wells.” — 
Buckingham . i 
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the time of the presentation of Mary, virgins attached to 
the service of the second temple. The institutions of the 
early Christians are a convincing proof of it,* and St. 
Ambrose, as well as St. Jerome, have affirmed it. But 
how did Mary pass her time during her stay in the temple? 
What were, during this interesting epoch of her life, her 
employments, her tastes, her habits, her devotional prac- 
tices? With regard to this point, we possess very few 
authentic documents. A traditionary life of the mother 
of God, considered by St. Epiphanius who lited in 390, 
as then of a very old date, enters, no doubt, into details 
of that nature, but no where is it now to be found. The 
gospel of the birth of the Virgin has been rejected by the 
church, and St. Jerome who has mentioned the reception of 
Mary among the daughters of the Lord, gives no further 
particulars. To fill up this gap in a history which it 
would appear God was pleased to envelope in darkness, we 
possess but a few broken links, some few unconnected 
passages of the fathers, from which it is difficult, however 
carefully arranged they may be, to form a satisfactory 
sketch. .But it matters little. Like the Indian workman 
who ties up the broken web, thread by thread, and 
patiently endeavours to unite its ends by unravelling and 
knitting the threadbare and worn woof; let us proceed 
energetically to, the work, and collect the scattered 

shreds of the precious tissue of the Virgin’s life, to tie 
* 

* “ It is known that the early Christians, and particularly those of 
Jerusalem, who were of Jewish extraction, preserved some of the 
institutions of the old law ; among' these we may rank those of 
virgins and widows, whom we find attached to the primitive churches, 
exercising the different good works appropriate to their sex.” — 
Fl&ury's Manners of the Isr. and Christians, p. 115. 
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up the woof again if we can. With the enduring pa- 
tience of Banian, we shall endeavour to avoid all 
matters of conjecture — respect for the subject matter 
will prevent such a course — but shall strive with the 
aid of the best authorities, and a long course of study 
on the manners of the Hebrews, to give, as precise as we 
can, and as nearly approximating the truth as possible, 
some idea of the almost cloistered life spent by Mary in 
the temple. Old legendary writers have thought well to 
throw around the early childhood of Mary, prodigies and 
marvels almost without number. We shall pass over in 
silence such miraculous occurrences, as having no proof to 
support them ; but there is one thing on which we shall for 
a short time dwell, and that is, an inaccurate or rather an 
inadmissible assertion, which has been taken on trust, and 
without mature examination, by holy personages and reli- 
gious writers* Because the Virgin had been always holi- 
ness itself — a thing which no, one questions, a conclusion 
is then drawn that she ought to have been placed in the 
most sanctified part of the temple — that is in the holy of 
holies, an inference materially false. The holy of holies — 
the impenetrable sanctuary of the God of armies — was 
closed against the whole tribe of the Hebrew priesthood, 
with the sole exception of the high priest, and even he 
entered there but once a year — not, however, without many 
fasts, washings, and ablutions. He entered it environed 
with a dense cloud of perfumes, which was interposed 
between him and the divinity, tvhom no man could behold 
and live,' says the scripture. Again, he remained there 

* St. Andrew of Crete, Georges of Nicomedia, Gibieuf, &c. 
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but a few moments, during whieh the people, prostrated 
On the ground, broke forth into groans and sighs, lest they 
should die, Then a grand entertainment was given to his 
friends, that they might rejoice with him at escaping such 
imminent peril.* From this let us judge if it were pos- 
sible that Mary could be brought up in the holy of holies. 
The local traditions of Jerusalem, equally as common sense, 
protest strongly against this bold opinion. The SaJchra , 
originally a Christian church, built on the very site of the 
apartments of the Virgin, is a dependency quite distinct 
from, and by no means enclosed in the mosque of Omar. 
Yet the mosque of Omar is built on the very site of the 
temple. Father Croiset, in his “ Exercises of Devotion 
has not adopted this tradition, but unwilling to reject it 
altogether, he steers a. middle course. According to him 
the mother of God was not brought up in the holy of 
holies ; but the priests revering her admirable virtues, gave 
her permission to go and pray there from time to time. 
The learned Jesuit, in adopting this mezzo termine , has 
overlooked many things. The firsf: that woman, among 
the Hebrews, was considered an impure being, assimilated 
to a slave, and on whom prayer was scarcely obligatory;! 
that she was confined in a court out of which there was for 

* Prideaux,- Basnage, Hist, des Juifs . liv. 5, chap. 15. 

f “ The uncleanliness of woman, according to the rabbins, dates ffom 
the seduction of Eve by the serpent, and cannot be removed until the 
coming of the Messiah. Her prayer is not so obligatory as the prayer 
of man. She is not even bound by the greater part of the affirmative 
commandments. The Jews even to this day offer their morning prayer 
thus : ‘ Blessed he thou , 0 Lord , king of the universe, for not having 
created me a woman.' The humble woman, on her part, says in a 
spirit of resignation : ‘ Blessed be thou , Lord, for having created me 
according to your will.' " — Basnage' s Hist, of the Jews , t. 5, p. 169. 
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her no egress, and that the interior of the temple was a 
place prohibited her, even though she were a prophetess or 
a daughter of royalty. The second: that the priests could 
not grant Mary a privilege of which they themselves were 
deprived, and could they even grant it, availing herself of 
it would, according to the formal text of the law, expose 
her to certain death. Again, leaving out of question the 
influence of these religious fears among the priests of Je- 
hovah, they would, in no way, have permitted entrance into 
the holy of holies, because it was a matter of vital im- 
portance to keep concealed from the people the knowledge 
of the disappearance of the ark — a disappearance which 
would have thrown them into a deep and fatal despondency. 

This second version is equally as inadmissible as the first. 

The education which Mary received in the temple was 
as well attended to as the sciences of that time and the 
manners of the Hebrews would admit of. It regarded 
principally domestic duties, from which the wife and 
daughter of Caesar Augustas, even under the imperial roof, 
and in the midst of the delights of Rome, did not deem 
themselves dispensed.* 'Brought up in the strict observance 
of the law of Moses, and conforming .-herself to the habits 
of her people, Mary arose at the first song of the birds, 
at the hour at which the bad angels are silent , and at which 
prayers are more favourably heard.\ She dressed with the 
greatest modesty, through respect for the glory of God, 
whose eye penetrates every where, and who beholds, even 
in the darkest night, every act which man performs. While 

* Augustus never wore any other clothes than those woven by his 
wife or daughter. 

f Basnage, t 5, p. 806. 
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dressing she returned thanks to God for another additional 
day, and for having preserved her during her sleep from 
the snares of the evil spirit.* Her toilet was of short 
duration, for there was nothing recherche about it. She 
wore neither bracelets nor pearls, nor gold chains inlaid 
with silver , nor purple tunics, like the daughters of the 
princes of her nation. A purple- coloured dress, as beau- 
tifully shaded as the flower of the field; a white tunic, 
drawn close by a cincture, with both ehds flowing down 
gracefully; a long veil, the folds of which artlessly, but 
gracefully arranged, hung down so as to cover at once and 
entire the whole countenance, and a chaussure suited to 
the dress, formed the eastern costume of Mary.'f After 
the customary ablutions, the Virgin, her companions, and 
the pious matrons, who were responsible to the priests and 
to God for this sacred deposit, proceeded towards the 
tribune, where^ the almas took their seats in the place most 
distinguished.^: The rising sun was now gilding with 

* Basnage. 

f The Annunciads of Genoa wore, in the 16th century, the habit of 
the Blessed Virgin ; that is, the lower part white, and the upper azure 
colour , in order that the memory of her should be always pi'esent to 
their minds. The slippers of the Choir Nuns were also made of azure 
coloured leather. ( Rule of the Annunciads of Genoa , chap, ii.) 
Lamartine, in his Travels in the £ast, has remarked the costume of 
Mary, as that worn by the women of Nazareth. “ They wear,” says 
the poetic traveller, “ a long, azure-coloured tunic, tied close by a 
white cincture, its ends trailing on the ground — the projecting folds 
of the white portion of the dress fall gracefully over the blue.” 
Lamartine traces this costume so far back as the time of Abraham 
and Isaac — a supposition by no means improbable. We see that only 
a slight difference exists between the costume adopted in the 16th 
century, and that observed by the French traveller. 

t Origen, St. Basil, St. Gregory of Nyssa, and St. Cyril, have 
handed down to us a tradition, which assigns to virgins a place of 
hodoUr set apart in the peristyle appropriated to women. 
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its golden rays, the distant mountains of Arabia — -the eagle 
was whirling in the clouds — the sacrifice was burning on 
the altar— the sacerdotal trumpets were sounding, and 
Mary, her head bent under her veil, was repeating with 
fervour the eighteen prayers of Esdras,* and demanding of 
God, with all Israel, the Christ so long promised to the 
world, and still so long withheld. “ 0 God ! glorified and 
hallowed be your name in this world, which ypu have 
created according to your own good pleasure, thy kingdom 
come , let redemption flourish, and let the Messiah come spee- 
dily.f And the people responded in chorus, u Amen ! amen !” 
Then were chanted forth the concluding verses of that 
beautiful psalm, attributed to the prophets Aggeas and 
Zachary: “ The Lord loosens those who are. in chains; the 
Lord enlightens the blind; the Lord raises up the fallen; 
the Lord loves the just. 

“ The Lord takes care of the stranger ; he will take 

* “ The most solemn part of the! Jewish prayers is that which is 
called Shemon eh-Eshre, or the eighteen prayers. It is said they 
were composed and instituted by Esdras for the great synagogue. 
Rabbi Gamaliel added to them a nineteenth against the Christians, 
a little before the destruction of Jerusalem. The eighteen prayers are 
of great antiquity, and it cannot be questioned, that they were recited 
at the time of our Lord, and that he offered them to God, conjointly 
with the assembly, whenever he was present in the synagogue. Every 
person, arrived at the years of discretion, was obliged to offer up to 
God, thrice a day — morning, noon, and night — these nineteen prayers.” 
— Prideanx's History of the Jews. 

f This prayer, which is called Jcaddisch , is the oldest of all those 
which the Jews have preserved, and as it is read in the Chaldpan 
tongue; it is thought to be one of the prayers composed at the return 
from Babylon. (Basn. t. 5, p. 314.) Prideaux affirms that it was in 
use a long time before the coming of our Lord, and that the Apostles, 
together with the people, had frequently offered it up in the syna- 
gogues. It was recited during the service, and the assembly were 
obliged to respond many times, amen. 
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under his protection the orphan and the widow, and 'he 
will destroy the ways of sinners. 

“The Lord shall reign for ever. Your God, 0 Sion! 
shall reign through all generations.’** 

The reading of the schema , f and the benediction of the 
priest, who presided at the public prayer, terminated the 
ceremony, which was renewed every day, morning and 
evening4 After the fulfilment of this primary duty, Mary 
and her youthful companions returned to their customary 
occupations. Some plied with their agile fingers the cedar 
distaff, others shaded the veils of the temple with pur- 
ple, violet and blue, and worked on them bouquets of 
flowers whilst groups inclining forward over the Sido- 
nian loom, applied themselves to the execution of the 
various designs of these magnificent carpets, which 
elicited the eulogiums of all Israel on the valiant woman , 
and which Homer himself has extolled.§ The Virgin 
surpassed all the daughters of Israel in those beautiful 
pieces of work, so well appreciated by the ancients. St. 
Epiphanius tells us, that she excelled in the art of embroi- 
dery, carving and gilding ;|| her incomparable skill in the 

* Leon de Monide. — Maimonede. 

f Leon de Modena, cap. 11, p. 29. By the Schema is meant three 
different sections of Deuteronomy and Numbers. It is a sort of pro- 
fession of faith, which is recited evening and morning, by which a 
belief is professed in one only God, who has taken his people out of 
Egypt. , 

t It is certain that the Blessed Virgin assisted very often at the 
public morning and evening prayers. These prayers were more 
efficacious than any others; and Hebrew doctors assert, that no other 
prayers were heard by God , except these. 

§ See the Iliad, book 6. 

|| “ In the middle ages, in remembrance of the pieces worked in 
linen by the Virgin, the weavers were ranged under the banner of 
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spinning of the thread of Pelusium* is still traditionary in 
the east, and" the western Christians, in order to perpe- 
tuate the remembrance of it, have given the title of the 
thread of the Virgin to these pieces of net- work, equally 
remarkable for their glittering whiteness and almost aerial 
texture, which are seen fluttering over the hollows of the 
valleys during the early hours of an autumnal day. The 
same motive it was, that induced the grave and pure 
spouses of the primitive Christians, when about to enter 
into the ties of wedlock, to undertake a long journey for 
the purpose of laying on the altar of the queen of angels 
a distaff surrounded with fillets of purple and loaded with 
spotless wool.f The Church of Jerusalem had consecrated, 
betimes, this souvenir by placing among its treasures the 
distaffs of Mary.J 

Whilst engaged in these practices of religion and piety, 
the Virgin found some leisure moments to devote to the 
culture of the sciences, and her brilliant and well poised 
genius was visibly developing itself, like a beautiful palm 
whose roots are watered by the running stream. St. 
Ambrose tells us that she perfectly understood the sacred 

the Annunciation; the artists of gilded brocade and silken stuffs 
placed themselves under the protection of Our Lady the Rich , and 
had her image fixed on their banner, loaded with the most magnifi- 
cent description of embroidery.” — Alex. Monteil vie des Francais des 
divers etats. 

* “ The clothes in which the principal priests dressed in the morning, 
were composed, says Misnah, of the fine linen of Pelusium, a city of 
Egypt celebrated for its linen.’’ — Et Pelusiaco filurn componere lino . 

P* f This custom exists still in some villages of the north and west 
of France. 

{ These distaffs were sent in the suite of the empress Pulcheria, 
who deposited them in the church of Guides, at Constantinople. 
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books, and St. Anselm thinks that she was an adept in 
the language of Moses — the old Hebrew, which Joshua 
made use of when he arrested the course of the sun and 
moon in the valley Aialon, and in which God traced with 
his omnipotent finger, on the precious and very dense 
stones * the ten .precepts of the Decalogue. It is not a 
great stretch of the imagination to suppose that Mary, in 
studying the idiom of Anne and Debora, became initiated, 
during her solitary watches, in the lofty and mysterious 
conceptions of the seei's of Israel, or that she had received 
from the sanctifying spirit, by whom she was so richly 
endowed, a breath of poetical inspiration resembling the 
harmonious breeze which passed over the Eolian harp of 
David.f It cannot be said, that she, the youthful pro- 
phetess- who endowed the new law with a canticle so 
beautiful* could be a stranger to the noblest and most 
delightful inspirations of genius. Apart from the sacred 
character, which recommends it to us Christians, ^ the 
Magnificat , in the opinion of all nations, holds a conspicu- 
ous place among the poetical compositions of the highest 
order. Mary united in her person unparalleled sanctity 
and talents of first-rate order. The living ark, who was 
to contain the Saviour of the world, could not be possessed 

* A Hebrew tradition. See Basnage. “According to some oriental 
writers, the tables of the law were of ruby or carbuncle ; but the 
most common opinion among the Arabians and Mussulmen is, that 
they were emeralds, on which the characters were so traced, that 
they could be read on every side.” — D'Herbelot , Biblio. Orientate. 

f According to an old Jewish tradition, David had a harp which 
sounded during the night when a peculiar wind was blowing. 
Basnage has ridiculed the idea of such sounds awakened by the breath 
of night, and treated this assertion as folly. The invention of the 
Eolian harps, whose magic sounds delight the English parks, sup- 
plied the rabbins with this idea. 
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of too many accomplishments. When light wishes to be 
condensed, say the orientals, it selects the carbuncle as a 
tabernacle 1 A poet, slavishly fawning on Augustus 
Caesar, once said to him, that it required many ages to 
produce a work like him, and that, since the days of the 
creation, all nature’s efforts were directed towards his 
formation. Such expressions, applied to the sanguinary 
nephew of Caesar, are extravagant to absurdity; but if 
applied to the Virgin, are true to the letter. In truth, 
Mary is nature’s chef-d'oeuvre , the flower of primitive 
generations and the marvel of centuries. The world has 
never seen, nor ever will see, so many perfections united in 
a mere daughter of man. This illustrious and blessed crea- 
ture possessed in the highest degree, grace, holiness and 
grandeur. Conceived in friendship with God, sanctified 
before her birth, she was a perfect stranger to those pas- 
sions which raise up whirlwinds in the soul, and to those 
grovelling propensities which spring up like reptiles in the 
midst of the mire of the heart. Since the grievous trans- 
gression of Eden, man is inclined to evil from his youth ; 
the greatest saints had been sinners before they entered on 
the ways of sanctity, and the gold of their virtues had not 
been always without alloy. But the Virgin was never a 
slave of hell ; she was brought £orth, like the pomegranate, 
with a royal diadem on her head, and her soul, irresistibly 
impelled towards virtue, swam in a pure and transparent 
atmosphere, where sin could find no access. The remem- 
brance of her many virtues is still cherished among infidel 
nations. The Persians give her the title of the holy and 
glorious Mary.* The Turks give her the additional title 

* D’Herbelot, Bibliotheque Orientale. 
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of Seddika , which means just,* and the Christians assert, 
that she alone possessed more merit in the sight of God, 
than all the angels together. 

In truth, the saintly acts and virtues of Mary resembled 
those flakes of snow which fall in silence on the inaccessible 
summit of lofty mountains ; the declining eve yields not in 
lustre to that of the next .day — purity is added to purity, 
and whiteness to whiteness, until there is formed one 
shining cone, on which the light plays, and which, like 
the sun, forces man to lower his eye. To no other crea- 
ture has it been granted to present before the Sovereign 
Judge a similar life. Jesus Christ alone has surpassed 
her, but Jesus Christ was the Son of God. 

Mary entered the temple of Jerusalem like one of those 
spotless victims which the Spirit of the Lord presented 
before the vision of Malachy. Beautiful, youthful, nobly 
descended, and with ju$t pretensions to any match, how- 
ever high, among a people who often placed beauty on the 
throne.f She bound herself to the comers of the altar by 
a vow of virginity, lisped forth by her infantine lips, but 
which at a later time her heart ratified by a perfect 
renunciation of the pomps and vanities of the world. 

Of such a vow, unheard of until then in the annals of 
the world, Mary Imped over the hedge which separated the 

* D’Herbelot, Bibliotheque Orientals. 

f It is well known that David, Solomon, and other kings of Juda 
often placed in their royal couches or regal beds women of mean origin. 
The celebrated Sulamite of Solomon was, it is said, a young girl 
from the country near the small village of Sulam, situated a short 
distance from Jerusalem. At the time of Mary, Herod the Great 
had married Mariamne, the daughter of a simple priest, on account 
of her beauty. 
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old from the new law, and so plunged by anticipation 
into the sea of evangelical virtues ,* as to afford us grounds 
for saying that she had already sounded its depths, when 
her Son came to reveal it to the children of men. God 
does not suddenly alter his ways; he announces, he 
prepares a long time beforehand, the astounding events 
which are to change the face of the world. The Messiah 
needed a precursor, and he was found in the person of St. 
John the Baptist. The new law required some pre- 
liminary, and the virtues of Mary preceded the gospel, as 
a cool delightful morn precedes the glorious day. St. 
Epiphanius, quoted by Nicephorus, has handed down to us 
a glowing picture of the Virgin. This portrait, drawn in 
the fourth century, from traditions now destroyed, and 
from manuscripts no longer in existence, is the only one 
which we possess. The virgin, according to this bishop, 
w%p not tall in stature, though above the middle size; her 
countenance, slightly bronzed, like the countenance of the 
Sulamite, by the climate of her country, had that rich glow 
so peculiar to ripe corn; her hair flaxen, her eyes spark- 
ling, with a black mellow pupil, her eyebrows black and 
arched, her nose aquiline, her lips ruby, the cast of her 
countenance oval, and her hands and fingers long and 
slender. 

All the fathers vie with each other in their description 
of the beauty of the Virgin. St. Dionysius, the Areopa- 
gite, whose testimony is of the greatest weight, as he had 
seen the divine Mary, tells us that she was so beautiful 
as to dazzle the sight , and that he would have adored her 

• St John Chrysostom. 

G 
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as a goddess , had he not known that there was only one 
God. But it was not to the aggregate of physical 
perfections that Mary was indebted for her surpassing 

loveliness; it emanated from a higher source. St. Ambrose 
thought so, when he said that this engaging exterior was 
only a transparent veil which gave a view of all the 
virtues of her mind, and that her soul, the noblest and 
purest that ever was created, if we except that of Jesus 
Christ, shone forth clearly and visibly in her countenance. 
The physical loveliness of Mary, reflected, but at a dis- 
tance, the intellectual and imperishable beauties of her 
mind. She was the most beautiful of women, for she 
was the most chaste and: the holiest of the daughters of 
Eve.* God has made a palace from the mother-of-pearl 
of the green sea;f but what is the outward shell without 
the pearl ? The fathers have not been deceived in what 
they have handed down to us regarding the person#of 
Mary. A large portion has been devoted to the moral 
beauties of the mind, which alone will not be the food of 
worms. We shall endeavour then to collect these little 
precious gems, which are scattered through their writings, 
and form a mosaic, which may present us with a second 
portrait of her who, as St. Sophronius says, was the garden 
of the delights of the L ord 

Mary’s every action was accompanied by the nicest feel- 

ifcg of modesty; kind she was, affable, compassionate, and 

* “ Neither climate, nor food, nor bodily exercise, form human 
beauty, but that moral sentiment of virtue, which cannot exist 
without religion. Beauty of countenance is the true index of the 
soul .” — Bemardin St. Pierre's Studies of Nature. 

f Bahr-al-Akhdar, a name given to the Persian gulph. 
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the alms of the young child often fell unperceived into the 

box attached to one of the columns of the temple, into 
which Jesus, at a later time, saw fall the widow’s mite. 
She spoke but seldom, and always to the purpose ; a lie 
never sullied her lips ; her voice was soft and pleasing, and 
an indescribable unction accompanied her tones, so as to 
diffuse a holy calm over the mind. She was ever fore- 
most in the performance of laborious duties, most exact in 
fulfilling the divine law, profoundly humble, and perfect 
in every virtue. She was never seen out of temper, was 
never the cause of offence, neither did she sadden or jeer 
any one. Detesting pride, she was modest and reserved in 
speaking, and simple and unaffected in manners. Though 
beautiful, to appear abroad gave her no concern ; though 
young, on dress she bestowed not a thought; though of 
illustrious birth, a proud and haughty bearing she abhorred; 
and though poor, riches she despised, and from the eyes 
of the world, carefully concealed the rich treasures of her 
mind and heart. In her company one experienced ad- 
ditional purity and additional fervour; for her presence, 
calm and soothing, seemed to sanctify everything around her, 
and her look detached altogether the mind from the consi- 
deration of sublunary affairs. Her politeness consisted not of 
an empty form of deceptive and unmeaning expressions, it 
was an expansion of universal kindness gushing from the 
heart. Her looks already revealed the mother of mercy, 
the virgin, of whom it has been since said “ She would ask 
of God pardon for Lucifer , if Lucifer deigned to ask for 
pardon” The fastings of Mary, according to St. Am- 
brose, were long and rigorous. The fasts of the east, 
the mention of which fills with so much alarm the frail 
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portion of our northern populations, who say that only hale 
old men should be bound to that law, consisted in a pri- 
vation of all things, which commenced in the morning and 
ended at the rising of the stars.* During that time Mary 
refused whatever could flatter the taste or delight the 
heart. She undertook the most toilsome duties, and per- 
formed those acts of mercy, the most disgusting to natural 
feelings. She clothed herself in the most wretched gar- 
ments, slept on the bare ground, and during these days 
of mortification and tears, which often lasted for entire 
weeks, she partook only of a slight repast, consisting of 
bread baked in the ashes, bitter legumes, and a cup of 
water from the fountain of Siloe.f Her prayers were long 
and frequent, and whilst so engaged, her mind was so 
recollected and attentive, that her soul seemed absorbed 
in adoration before the Eternal. The howliug of the 
tempest, and the clashing noise of thunder, which caused 
Caesar to fly for protection into the subterranean vaults 
of his palace, J passed on unheeded by the young virgin. 
Completely absorbed in her religious duties, her soul rested 
at the feet of the great Author of the universe, far beyond 
the limits of the world, and the region of the winds. 

M No person,” says St. Ambrose, “ was ever so gifted 
as Mary, with such a high degree of contemplation ; her 
spirit, always in accordance with her heart, never for a 

* The Jews believed that there could be no proper fast, except that 
on which the sun did not go down. 

f Basnage, b. 7, chap. 18. — Fleuiys Manners of the Israelites. 

X If we can credit Suetonius, Augustus had almost a childish fear 
of thunder and lightning. At the least appearance of a storm, he 
hid himself under the vaults of his palace, where the thunder could 
not be heard, nor the flashes of lightning seen. 
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moment lost sight of Him whom she loved more ardently 
than all the seraphims together; her whole life was one 
continual practice of the most pure love of her God, and 
when sleep oppressed her eyelids, her heart was still 
watching and praying.* 

Such were the virtues, such were the occupations of 
Mary in the temple. # As the diamond glistens among other 
precious gems, so did she shed a lustre among the com- 
panions of her in fancy .f Her candour and modesty were 
such, as to induce her to plead forgiveness for her high 
perfections. The old men, who had grown grey in the 
service of the priesthood, never passed her without 
bestowing on her their blessings, and they always deemed 
her the most beautiful ornament of the holy house. 

I * St. Ambrose, De Virgi, lib. 2. 
f Comparison of St. Jerome. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

MARY AN ORPHAN. 

We must allow, however strange it may appear, that the 
history of the Virgin is barren of facts, 'and full of gaps* 
'We might compare it to the,majesti$ ruins of one of the 
ancient cities of the desert. Here we behold gigantic 
columns** their bases as firm as those of the mountains; 
there; we see porticoes which, the Arab, a lover of the, 
marvellous, proclaims to be the work of the genii ; farther 
on, tfemples in ruins", which the imagination can still recon- 
struct*, and then, as far as the eye can- reach, 'one sterile 
sandy prospect, without even'a blade of grass for, the Cfcmel 
of the Bedouin. To supply the defect of the apostles, who 
had been too much engaged, it would appear, with the 
grand and conspicuous figure of Christ, to deyote any 
attention to his terrestrial family, the fathers have led 
us into the knowledge of the virtues of St Anne. With 
them, we have enterife under her humble roof, we have 
been witnesses of her vows, of her fervept prayers* of the 
joys of her prolonged maternity, of the effusions of her 
gratitude; but here the thtead of tradition becomes »so 
slender, that it suddenly simps, and the remaining portion 
of the life of St. Anne is almost mere conjecture. The 
mother, whose many tears and fasts procured for her the 
virgin of Isaias, who surrounded that virgin with such 
excessive love, who carried her in her arms to the Lord,* 
* The Glories of Mary, by St. Iiguori, chap. 3. 
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and with tears deposited her in the sanctuary, appears but 
for one* moment on the scene, and then Is heard of no 
more. It. cannot, however, be supposed, t^iat the spouse 
of Joachim remained nine years without paying a visit to 
her daughter. The outward buildings df the temple, where 
the children consecrated to the God of Israel, were brought 
up, could not be interdicted to the mothers of these chil- 
dren. A mother, too, has rights sacred and religious, aU 
nations have declared such rights imprescriptible; and 
moreover, scripture informs us, that Ann^ the wife of 
Eloana, was not prevented from seeing her son on the 
solemn festivals, and that On every visit paid him^she 
invariably presented the young prophet, whom she had 
lent to the Lord, with a tunic, wmien by her own hands. 
After the 1 birth o£ Samuel, Anna brought forth many other 
children, who grew up befdre her eyes, as young olive 
trees, and who shared with the servant of the temple, her 
maternal solicitude. St. Anne had only Mary,* the sum 
of her happiness, the hope of her old days, the source of 
all her earthly joys. There can, then, be no question of 
doubt, that accompanied 4 by her spouse, she paid her a 
visit on every occasion that her pk^y attracted hqr to the 
temple; and that, moreover, she sat up at nighfj to weave 
by the glow of the lamp, or the clear silvery light of the 
moon,f the virginal robes of Jier child. It is thought that 

* St Anne was supposed to have given birth to another daughter 
called Mary, bom twenty years before the Blessed Virgin. That 
tradition has not been received by the church. 

f “The Jewish women plied the distaff together, in summer, by the 
light of the moon ; for the Jewish doctors authorized the husband to 
divorce his wife, when the women who were engaged at the distaff, 
during the light of the moon, were guilty of detracting him.” — Sotoh. 
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St. Anne and St Joachim returned to their home after the 
presentation of Mary, and that they remained there some 
years, before finally settling down at Jerusalem. 1 Joachim, 
who was not an artizan, as Joseph was, in all probability, 
was engaged in the cultivation of the little heritage of his 
ancestors, and was in the enjoyment of that blessed medio- 
crity, which sages, grandees, and poets, have so much 
ambitioned in those moments of despondency, when they 
upbraid fickle fortune.* Churches were erected at Se- 
phoris, at Nazareth, at Jerusalem, on those very places 
which formed a part of his patrimony, but the vineyard or 
farm of his fathers must be in the environs of Sephoris; 
that it was which made him return into lower Galilee. 
Joachim was an Israelite in the strictest sense of the 
word, and greatly attached to the law of Moses. Accom- 
panied by his wife and a party of his relatives — such was 
the custom of the Hebrews — he repaired to the temple on 
all the solemn festivals, and it is supposed that his desire 
to see his daughter was a further inducement to him to 
be present at the sacred ceremonies. With what joy hid 
virtuous and holy companion put on her travelling veil, to 
wend her way to the holy city ! How long and tedious 
must those paths appear to her, which she beheld at a 
distance winding in a serpentine form across the moun- 

cap. 6, p. 250. This custom of spinning by the light of the moon 
still exists in Corsica, where a great many other oriental customs are 
practised. 

* According to St. Gregory of Nyssa, the father of the Blessed Virgin 
was an honourable burgess , remarkable for his piety and fear of God. 
P. Val verde tells us, that Anne and Joachim had been in easy circum- 
stances, and that they bestowed their superfluities on the temple and 
on the poor. See also F. Ribadenira’s Life of the Saint, p. 45. 
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tains and valleys! She attracted by her eye; she jumped 
over twenty times in imagination, before in reality arriving 
at them, the shrubs, the tufts of laurel roses, the huge 
green oaks or sycamores, which spread out in the distance 
on her way; for each of these points gained, she was 
the nearer to her daughter, that daughter who was a gift 
from the Lord, a child of miracle, whom an angel pro- 
claimed the glory of Israel! With what emotion must 
she have greeted, at the bottom of the valley, the pillar 
of Antony, which towered aloft on its base of polished 
marble,* in sublimity and terror, as a protection to the 
house of prayer; and how affected must be her tender and 
holy soul at sight of the temple, which contained her 
child and her God ! At the approach of night, and w&$& 
the sacerdotal trumpets were summoning the people to 
prayer, f Anne hastened to pay her adoration to God, and 
cast a look upon her daughter, whom she had not seen for 
entire months. The porch, with no other vault than that 
of heaven, was lighted up by the dazzling glare of the 
chandeliers, J blended with the faint glimmering of the 
stars. 

* The tower of Antony might be considered the citadel of the 
temple ; it had been long before the palace of the Asmonean princes. 
The rock on which it stood was inaccessible on every side, and was 
fifty cubits in height. Herod incrusted it with marble from the bottom 
to the very summit, so as to allow of neither ascent or descent 

f The religious festivals of the Jews always commenced at night 

J These chandeliers were of gold, and were fifty cubits in height ; 
the light which they shed was seen, say the rabbins, who are not 
naturally prone to exaggeration, at an almost incredible long distance 
from Jerusalem ; even in the city the houses were so illumined, that 
the cooks, without the aid of lamps, were able to cull the grain for 
the pottage. — Talmund , Traite Succa.,fol. 8 ; see also the third letter 
of a Jewish convert , by M. Drach. 
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